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ABSTRACT

This report describes the results of the third and final phase of a study re-
lated to the design of PAD (Propellant Actuated Devices) for use in a separable
crew escape module applicable to a lift/glide re-entry vehicle. Based on results
of Phases I and II, preliminary designs have been established for each PAD as a
function of component performance criteria. Prime consideration was given to
successful abort at any point during the mission profile. Ii was found possible
throughout the entire Phase III effort to evolve component designs for each PAD
function without exceeding to any great extent the present state-of-the-art.

As a result, the areas mentioned for future research and development are gener-
ally concerned with characterization of the more promising new explosives and
propellants, and the presentation of several concepts, which, if developed, would
offer secondary improvements in the overall system weight, reliability, or cost.
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1. INTRODUCTION

A number of new and challenging problems in the area of crew escape have
evolved as a result of the current investigations and developments asso-
ciated with advanced aerospace vehicles. Although propellant actuated
devices {(PAD) have played an important role in the design of past and
present escape systems, there is 1ittle doubt that the complexity of
future escape and recovery concepts will introduce a multitude of new
PAD functions and related PAD problems. Therefore, it has been the
purpose of this investigetion to assess this impact of PAD on future
systems by means of a design study for a crew module escape system. The
separable nose escape technique, as well as the type of vehicle and its
mission, were set forth as basic contractual requirements.

This volume represents the second part of a two-part final report.
Although space has been allotted to a conceptual discussion of the over-
all system sequencing, this section is devoted primarily to Phase III,
the subsystem and component design effort. Initial emphasis has been
placed on general performance criteria, leading to the selection of a
specific design for each PAD function. Presentatlicn of this information
has been made on the basis of seven pyrotechnic subsystems. Each device
assoclated with a particular subsystem is discussed. In the case where
a particular PAD is used in more than one subsystem, only the design
criteria peculiar to the secondary application will be offered, following
the initial discussion of the device.

The final portion of this report is concerned with areas amenable to
future PAD research and development. For each area, a discussion of
possible solutions is offered in addition to an outline of the gains to
be realized by the subject R & D.



2. TDESIGN STUDY {STUDY PHASE III)

2.1 Overall System Design

The preliminary vehicle design and the abort system were deseribed in

some detail in Part I of this report. The intent of this seetion is to
summarize the findings reported there and present a more descriptive
picture of the abort and recovery system. Abort guidance and low-altitude
recovery system time delays are of particular significance. The results
of this effort have been used as criteria for the selection and design of
speclfic hardware.

2.1.1 Vehicle Physicel Characteristics

The vehlcle used to accomplish the normal mission is & 10,000-pound, one-
man, radiation-cooled glider having an L/D of 1.6. It is made up of two
sections. The escape capsule forms the nose of the glider and the equip-
ment module forms the aft section. The escape capsule is a 3000-pound
lifting body having serodynamic characteristics simllar to ASSET, a USAF
aerothermodynamic research vehicle designed and built by McDonnell. The
layout of the capsule, as developed during this study, is shown in Figure
1., A detalled description of the overall capsule configuration and aero-
dynamic characteristics is given in Part I of this report. The baesis for
the locatlons and configurations of various components shown will become
evident in ensuing sections of this volume. The equipment module plan-
form is a continuation of the delta wing planform of the escape capsule,
while the fuselage maintains a constant cross section equal to the escape
capsule cross section at the Interface. The complete glider is shown in
Figure 2. No consideration has been given to contrel surfaces, although
it is recognized that both longitudinal and lateral stebility and control
surfaces would be required.

The glider is vertically launched into a 200-nautical-mile orbit for a
mission of several days' duration by a two-stage launch vehicle. The

velocity/altitude profile of the mission is shown in Figure 3. Abort

conditions considered in the design of the escape and recovery systenm

are shown along the mission profile.

2.1.2 Escape and Recovery Systems

Investigation of system requirements to provide safe escepe and recovery
from all mission phases following detection of a booster/glider melfunc-
tion has evolved the need for four basic rocket systems. Recovery of the
escape capsule following the various escape maneuvers considered has
indicated the need for two parachutes,

The characteristics for the rockets needed sre summarized in Table 1.

An escape tower is provided for off-the-pad and early boost phase aborts
to achieve the axisl separation between the escape capsule and the
booster/glider which would be required to escape the blast overpressure
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TABLE 2

RECOVERY PARACHUTES-PAD VEHICLE

Drogue Mein
Design Recovery Weight - lbs 3,000 3,000
Parachute Type Hemisflow Ringsail
Diemeter (Dy) - Ft 7.5 69
Percent Reefing - percent None 11.5
Drag. Coeff. (Cp) A .75
Drag Area (CpS) 17.5 2,800
Normal Deployment Conditions
Deployment Altitude - Ft 70,000 15,000
Deployment Mach No. 1.1 .28
Normel q - psf 90 65
Design q - psf (Terminal) 220 220
Opening Shock Loed - g's 2.3 4.5
Disreef Shock Load - g's -- 3
Volume - in.3 350 5,770
Weight - Lbs 25 75
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and fireball associated with & booster malfunction. Three small separa-
tion rockets provide the necessary impulse for separation when atmospheric
and gravitational consilderations are not critical. Retrograde rockets are
necessary to deorbit following an orbital or near-orbital ebort. Landing
abort rockets, together with the lifting characteristics of the escape
cepsule, provide the altitude galn necessary to allow time for parachute
deployment when the glider is in the terminal phases of the mission. All
rockets are burned during or following an abort to establish a consistent
center of gravity, and to eliminate "live" rockets for maximum safety in
landing. In some cases the supplemental burhing enhances the separation
characteristics, as in the case of retrograde burning following an off-
the-pad ahort. The rockets are sequenced to take greatest advantage of
supplemental burning.

A landing parachute in conjunction with impact bags is provided for re-
covery of the escape capsule., Because of the inherent instability of the
escape capsule in the subsonic/transonic flight reglon, and because of
excessive shock load which would be enccuntered by deployment of the land-
ing parachute at high altitudes, a small drogue parachute is provided to
stabilize the escape capsule during the relatively long free fall follow-
ing a high-altitude abort. The drogue parachute also is used to extract
the landing parachute following a high-altitude abort although a landing
parachute catapult is provided for time-critical low-altitude aborts.

The parachute characteristics are shown in Table 2.

2.1.3 Abort Modes

The escape and recovery systems described in the preceding paragraphs are
seguenced by abort mode logic to achieve safe recovery of the escape cap-
sule from any phase of the mission. Figure 4 presents the integrated
escape and recovery schematic. Preliminary investigation indicated that
a maximum of eight combinations of escape and recovery technligues or
abort modes would be required. Subsequent analysis has shown that only
seven of these are necessary because the low-altitude glide and landing
aborts can use the same sequence. Pictorial representation of the seven
abort modes are presented in Figures S through 1l. The required sequenc-
ing is indicated on each figure for that abort mode.

Because of the Work Statement requirement that the system be automatic,
many aspects of abort mode selection are governed by the guidance and
control computer. Thus, the mode selection can be reduced to three posi-
tions. The launch position includes modes A and B which have the ssme
escape and recovery sequences but differ in the method of initiation of
the recovery sequences. Modes C, D, E, and F are differentiated within
the guidance and control system, so a single manual selection is provided.
Tdentical abort and recovery sequencing in the low-sltitude glide and
landing region allows the use of a third and final selector position.

Basically, the span of flight parameters within which the spacecraft can
be operated is determined by the boundaries imposed by the velocity,
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flight path, and altitude limits from which the escape cgpsule can be
recovered safely. The approach to a boundary beyond which a safe re-
covery can no longer be accomplished is sufficlent cause for abort.

The limits for specific aborti modes, establishing the polnts in the
flight path at which a change is made from one sbort mode to the next,
are based primarily on the known characteristics of the escape and re-
covery system.

If an abort mode limit is approached or crossed, a new abort mode is

selected. If the boundary of all modes (the envelope of flight paths
from which safe abort can be accomplished) is approached, an abort in
the preselected mode is indicated.

The paragraphs to follow will present the advantasges of the selected
sbort system. Two-degree-of-freedom point-mass analyses were used on
the launch trajectories where the dynamic characteristics were felt to
be less critical. Because of the sudden change in angle of attack which
occurs during a landing abort, the pitch characteristics of the escape
capsule were considered in a three-degree-of-freedom longitudinal
analysis. Three-degree-cf~freedom point-mass analysis was used for re-
entry trajectories.

2.1.3.1 Modes A and B

Launch aborts within the atmosphere require the use of high acceleration
rockets to avold the dangers associated with a booster malfunction environ-
ment. The rockets are mounted on an escape tower which is jettisoned after
the rockets are fired, or as a normal mission function at the end of the
Mcde B abort region. The tower concept was selected because of the low
payload penalty and proven performence reliability as discussed in Part

I of this report.

A1l retrograde and landing abort rockets are initiated simultaneously
after the escape-rocket burnout and tower jettison. The separstion pro-
duced by the retrograde rockets supplements the action of the escape
rockets and allows the use of the full drogue recovery sequence. Although
redundant to the escape tower system because of the similar impulse and
thrust direction, the retrograde rockets do not provide sufficient thrust
to expeditiously separate the escape capsule from the malfunction environ-
ment. Neither do they provide adequate separation thrust for the maximum
dynamic~pressure condition during lsunch. A throttlable nozzle would be
required if a single-rocket system were to be used for both the escape
tower and retrograde functions. Although marginal to the current state

of the art, some discussion of dual-nozzle hardware is presented in
another section. Some modificatlion of the recovery-system sequencing
would be required to incorporate such & systenm.

The landing-asbort rockets provide lateral-separation capability in the
escape capsule. The lifting characteristics of the capsule also provide

19



lateral-separation capability but an analysis is not presented because no
problems basic to the abort-system definition were anticipated.

Modes A and B are identical in the escape system sequencing as described
in the preceding paragraphs. Once the drogue chute is deployed, the re-
covery sequence is also the same. The conditions of deployment of the
recovery system constitute the only difference in the two modes of abort.
In Mode A the drogue parachute 1s mortared on the ascending side of the
abort trajectory, while in Mode B it 1s mortared on the descending side.
This 1s accomplished without a mode-selector change by use of a 10-~second
time delay and a T0,000-foot barostat. The recovery system is initiated
after the delay unless the altitude is greater than the barostat setting.
The bearostat acts as s lockout unitil the escape capsule again returns to
T0,000 feet. Examples of these trajectories at the Mode A/B Crossover are
shown in Figures 12 and 13.

The 10-gecond time delay is based on the recovery criteria shown in Figure
14. The ordinate represents the recovery-system initiation-time delay.

It is bounded by drogue-parachute design limits of dynemic pressure and
Mach number on the lower side and inflation characteristics on the upper
side. The criterion for good inflation characteristlcs was arbltrarily
established at a dynamic pressure of 50 psf, the average terminal dynamic
pressure for the capsule on the drogue. The selected time delay of 10
seconds is shown to be within the established boundaries. Figure 15 shows
the most critical dynamic-pressure trajectory.

The 70,000-foot barostat was selected on the basis of recovery conditions
following orbitel and near-orbital aborts. It represents the lowest alti-
tude commensurate with drogue-parachute design-Mach-number limitations.
However, this barostat setting also avoids problems associated with Mach
number in the Mode B region, as can be seen by the Mach boundary in

Figure 1.

Because of the redundancy in longitudinal thrust capability, off-ped
sbort presents no serious problems. Figure 16 is an abort and recovery
trajectory showing the recovery altitude to be 2100 feet, using the full
drogue recovery sequence.

2.1.3.2 Modes C through F - Preorbital, Orbital, Post-Retrograde, and
Re-entry

These modes are designed for abort during the latter-launch phase, orbital
ahort, post-retrograde abort, and asbort during re-entry. The recovery
teclnique for each employs the high-altitude drogue for stabilization and
deployment of the landing parachute for comntrol of impact velocity. Figure
17 shows the histories of performance parameters such as velocity and
dynamic pressure while Figure 18 shows angular excursion during a typical
recovery following sn orbital sbort. The justification for the system has
been well documented In Part I of this report, so a redundant asnalysis

will not be undertaken in this report. The bulk of the dlscussion will
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center arocund the guidance and control system. This system is indicated
by the dotted outline in Figure k.

The success of the orbltel and near-orbltsl abort modes depends on the
proper operation of the guldance and control system. The heart of the
ebort guidence is the camputer. It provides the real-time histories of
the flight parameters based on input from an inertiel measuring unit, a
system of accelerometers, whose signals are integrated and converted to
useful Information displayed for the pilot. The resulting velocity,
flight-path angle, and altitude discretes are compared with preselected
abort values in the abort guidance subprogram for determination of the
abort type that wlll be initiated, for activation or deactivation of the
rockets necessary to accomplish the abort successfully, and for initisation
of the unused rockets before the start of recovery. In addition %o the
computer functions during orbital and near-orbital sborts, angular bilas
for re-entry attitude and, in the case of an orbitel sbort, retrograde
attitude is sumed with the gyroscope output to provide proper settitude
control during specific phases of the aborts. When bias is not added,
only roll and yaw control is maintained by action of the reaction-con-
trol system.

Since the abort system must be automatic, that is, it must be usable even
though the pilot is incapacitated, heavy reliance is placed on the capsule
gyroscope, reaction control system, and computer. Therefore, the use of
the computer for contrel of the orbital and near-orbital aborts appears
not to be an undue complication of the system. As & by-product of this
design philosophy, all modes in this group can be initiated by actuation
of the abort handle after a single selection on the instrument panel.

This transfers the function of mode selection from the pilot to the
computer during this region and reduces the total number of manual mode
selections to three.

Abort boundaries represent the span of flight parameters within which

the spacecraft must be maintained through the migsion. They are based

on re-entry criteria such as heating and load factor. In other words,
the spacecraft must always fly within the velocity, flight-peth angle,
and altitude limits from which the escepe capsule can safely be recovered
should an abort become necessary. The spproach to a boundary beyond
which a safe recovery can no longer be accomplished is sufficlient cause
for sbeort.

These boundaries are based on the particular mission parameters such as
launch heading, launch-trajectory profile, insertion altitude, etc. They
are computed for the specific combinalions of rockets before the mission
and the information is stored in the computer accessible to the abort-
guidance subprogrem. The actual flight parameters are compared with the
boundary values and the abort mode limits throughout the flight. If an
abort-mode limit is approsched or crossed, & new mode or rocket combina-
tion is selected. If the boundary of all modes and preselected rocket
combinations {envelope of boundaries) is approached, an abort is indicated
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in the mode currently selected. The selection criteria are stored in the
computer and the pyrotechnic switches controlling the sbort are not actu-
ally ignited until the abort is initiated.

The normal progression of retrograde rocket selection is as follows:

During most of Mode C, all rockets are selected. As the orbital condi-
tions are approached and the possibility of accelerating the wvehicle to
orbit with the retrograde rockets is evident, one retrograde rocket is
deactivated at a time. Mode D, from which all retrograde rockets are
fired for deceleretion, is activated as orbital conditions are reached.
Mode E is selected at the initiation of normal retrograde, and all retro-
grade rockets on the escape capsule are deactiveted. Mode F is initiated
et the start of re-entry, but with a single retrograde rocket armed. As
re-entry progresses and the possibility of skip-out at sbort diminishes,
the second and then the third rocket are armed. All rockets remain
activated throughout the remainder of the mission.

After an abort and the start of re-entry, the unused retrograde rockets
are lgnited automatically as the velocity, flight-path engle, and alti-
tude conditions which supply the signel to arm them are reached. The
provisions for expending the unused rockets are necessary for controlling
the c.g. location during re-entry, and are desirable fgr safety at impact.

The landing-abort rockets are never fired if re-entry is tc follow because
capsule heat protection afforded by the heat shield (compartment covers)
would be removed when the rockets are fired. The eriterion for initlating
the landing-abort rockets is velocity, which must be less than 5000 fps.
This velocity is well below critical re-entry heating velocity, and more
importantly, corresponds to an altitude during launch, below which the
landing abort rockets are needed for ejection out of the plane of the
launch-vehicle trajectory. The rocket usege extends beyond the Mode B
abort region, where the escape-tower impulse iIs not available but where
diminishing dynamic pressure reduces the requirement for lateral separa-
tion.

The attitude bias alsc is an important part of the abort guidance. In
modes C, D, and E, re-entry pitch attitude bias is summed with the gyro-
scope output after the selected rockets have fired. In Mode C, the time
delay is six seconds to allow time for salveo-Tiring the retrograde
rockets. But in Mode E, the time delay is one second, allowing only time
for the posigrade rockets to fire. In Mode D, the signal for re-entry
bias emanates from the retrograde rocket intervslometer. Retrograde-
attitude bias is applied one second after abort initiastion. The retro-
grade rockets are not fired until the flight director needles (outputs)
are nulled and then only if the interrupt option has not been exercised.

2.1.3.3 Mode G/H - Low-Altitude Glide and Landing

Preliminary investigation of system requirements indicated that two
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separate abort modes would be required in the flare-out and landing regions.
It was belleved that the modes would be similar because close ground proxi-
mity in both cases would not only deem inadvisable the use of the full drogue
sequence, but also suggest enother deployment technique suitable for both.
Therefore, provisions for a landing parachute catapult were integrated into
the recovery system. However, different recovery system initiastion-time
delays were anticipated, due to the abort time available after & post-land-
ing abort on the one hend and the anticipated longer delay required for
dynamic pressure bleed-off after an sbort from a steady-state glide on the
other. Detalled investigation disclosed the latter problem to be insigni-
ficant in the light of the stringent design requirements of the landing
parachute, so the modes have been combined into a single ebort mode having
& recovery system initiation-time delay of 10 seconds. The sequence is
shown in Figure 19.

The abort from the parent glider at dead stop after a normal landing dic-
tated the time delay for recovery initiation. The range-altitude trajectory
for thls sbort is shown in Figure 20. The dynemic pressure at deployment

is 28 psf. A time delay longer than 10 seconds would allow further dynemic
pressure bleed vwhich would Jeopardlize the good inflation characteristics

and thus actually reduce the recovery altitude. The recovery altitude,
based on a rate of descent less than 30 fps, is sbout 2250 feet.

Abort during e steady-state glide results in the highest dynamic pressure
following abort, but Figure 21 shows that a 10-second time delsy will allow
the dynamic pressure to bleed off to within safe limits before the landing
parachute is deployed, The recovery altitude for this case is shown to be
1400 feet above the abort location in Figure 19.

The excursions in engle of attack, flight-path angle, and attitude are
shown for the post-lending abort in Figure 22. To fully utilize the cap-
sule 1ift and achieve the good recovery characteristics shown, require-
mentg for stebilizing flaps and a parachute bridle have been incorporated.
The flaps provide a trim point at 10-degree angle of attack, thus elimin-
ating the violent pitch-up of an unflapped capsule which would result in a
loop and possible crash Iin the viecinity of the abort scene. The bridle
arrangement moves the effective parachute attack point 66 inches above the
e.g. This eliminates the tendency for the capsule to oscillate under the
parachute canopy, and improves the landing characteristics.
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I ==
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|
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FIGURE 20 - MODE H ABORT, POST LANDING
Range-Altitude Trajectory
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2.2 Subsystem Deslgn

2.2.1 General

In order to facilitate the discussion and presentation of the designs associated
with each PAD function, the overall escape system, which was shown schematically
in Figure 4, has been separated into seven distinct subsystems. These may be
designated as follows:

Separation and Severance

Tower Release and Jettison

Landing Abort Rocket Subsystem
Windshield Cover Release and Removal
Recovery

Impact Attenuation and Flotation
landing Gear Subsystem

In the design of each subsystem, prime consideration was given to such factors
as the necessity of simultaneity of operation, reliability, and commonrality or
multiple use of standardized components. In particular, attention was concen-
trated on the use of standard initiation and stimulus transfer components. In
view of the lack of specific details on gtructures and heat paths, the environ-
mental design criteria for subsystem and component design were considered to be
essentially the same as those discussed in Part I of this report. These are
shown in the Appendix. The operational design criteria for each subsystem hinged
around the selection of an optimum initiation technique offering the maximum
degree of reliability, and the use of design concepts which, by past history,
have been proved capable of accomplishing the desired function with the optimum
combination of weight, space, and reliability considerations.

Because of the large number of initiation points involved, and the comparatively
large spatial dispersion of components to be initiated from a given impulse, it
vas deemed essential that the initiation and stimilus transfer system be low in
weight, small in size, function almest instantaneously, and be capable of trans-
ferring a firing signal over long lengths without the use of intermediate
boosters.

2.2.2 Reliability

In the design of aerospace vehicles, reliability has become, and shall continue
to be, one of the most important design consideraticons. The point in time when
when & system, subsystem, or individual component is most vulnerable to becoming
&8 low-reliability item is when the item is in the initial design stage. There-
fore, it 1s necessary that each design engineer waintain & responsible and ever-
alert attitude toward reliability. If a designer ever abdicates his own personal
responsibility for product reliability, the results can be catastrophic.

Although reliability can be enhanced by proper design, often it becomes neces-
sary to incorporate certain redundancies within a given system to achieve a re-
quired reliability. The concept of redundancy as applied to most systems has
generally been concerned with time-dependent components with specific failure
rates. As such, the system unreliability is distributed among the system com-
ponents and generally is not concerned with interconnects or Junctions. The
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realibility of such a system, as depicted below, can be defined by the following:

In Out

Rg = [1 - (1 - Ry)(1 - RA)]
where Rg represents system reliability and R,, component reliability.

Pyrotechnic systems, however, consist of discrete functions or success-failure
trails. The reliability or the probability of success, therefore, is defined
by:

R = Pg = S/
vhere S represents the number of successes and N the number of trials.

For pyrotechnic systems the prime mode of fallure is the failure to injtiate a
component. Once initiation is achieved, pyrotechnic components exhibit a high
probability of success. The chief method of improving relisbility is to provide
redundancy of the complete units, or nearly as good, to provide a plurality of
means of initiating each unit. Because initiation represents the prime mode of
failure, and each junction of an MDC stimulus transmission system involves cross-
initiation, reliability calculations must consider each of these junctions be-
tween components, as well as the components themselves. Redundancy within pyro-
technic circuits should then be determined in accordance with this concept.

To illustrate the concept of redundancy in a subsystem utilizing SMDC for stim-
ulus transfer, consider a hypothetical "pyrotechnic circuit” involving the
following components:

o A three-tip junction block, as shown in Figure 31, Page S54. This
device resembles, in function, a "tee" fitting in a hot-gas initia-
tion system; i.e., one input is converted inte two outputs or either
of two inputs will activate one output.

o] Any type of PAD having dual SMDC initiation. ZEither SMDC tip actuates
or causes the PAD to perform its function, and will also cross-initiate
to the other SMDC tip. The tubing cutter and sealer shown in Figure 38,
Page 71, is such a device.

Assume the PAD to have reliability Ry of operating if stimulus reaches it, re-

gardless of whether cross-initiation occurs, and reliability Rp to cross-initiate
EMDC whether or not the PAD functions.
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Also, assume that any junction block has the reliability Ry to cross-initiate
to any other SMDC tip.

First, consider a portion of & subsysiem in which one PAD function, F, must
ocecur gnd an ocutput stimulus must reach point O. Also, assume that if more than
one identical PAD are used, only one need function to meet the operational re-
quirements.

Consider first a redundant, duasl-initiation system, in which two identical PAD
(designated A and B for convenience) are used.

Function
A
Path 1
T
In Out
T Function T
B
Path 2 T

Either A or B must work and stimulus must transfer out.

Reliability of A working by Path 1
Ry, = (RT)(RA),where R, considers all requirements of functioning if
stimulus is received.

Reliability of A working by Path 2

Ra, = (Rp)(Bp)(Rp)(Ry)

Overall reliabllity of A working is:

mmz{l-[1-<%x%q[}-(%M%M%M%Q}

Also, reliability of B working is equal to that of A; i.e., Rpy = Rp

B A

Thus, reliability of either cne or the other working, and thus functional re-
quirements being met is:

Rp = 1 - (1-Rp,)(Rpy) = 1 - (l~RFA)2

Reliability of output occurring by transfer through Path 1 is:

Ry, = (Bp)(Rp) ()
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Reliability of output occurring through Path 2 is same.

Thus oversll relimbility of getting output stimulus is:

Rg

1 - (1-Ro, )(1-Rp,)
1 - (1-Bp?)(1-Rp3)
Reliability of either A or B working and getting output stimulus is:

Rsys = (RF)(FO)

1§

Conversely, the reliability of accomplishing function A and getting a signal
output in a nonredundant system which does not include dual paths is based on
the following:

T Function

A

T —

Ry
Ro
Rgys = (Rp)(Rg) = (Rp)(Rq)

Rp
Rp

Il

To compare reliabilities in vivid and convenient (but unrealistic) numbers, let
Ry = .8 and Rp = .9
Then for first system {redundant, etc.)
{ 1 - (1-.72)(1-.526)}
1 - (.28)(.4T4)

RFA

]

1-.133
867

It

Rp =1 - (.133)2 = 1 - .0176
9824

1]

&

{1- 09999 -1- (732 21 2P

1- .073

It

= .927
Rsys = Rp * Ro = {.9824)(.927) = .91
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Whereas, in the stralght-through system,

Rsys = 09 X ;8 = 072

From the preceding illustration, the advantage of using a system which provides
8 dual path to, and dual initiation of, each PAD is obvious. The pyrotechnic
subsystems developed and described throughout this report were designed in ac-
cordance with the concepts presented sbove.

Studies have shown that when explosives are manufactured under rigid guality
controls, the occurrence of failure due to exposure to storage environments is
virtually nonexistent. However, aging of these materials can be a factor in
reliability, and, if extreme, can contribute to an unacceptable reduction in
the number of discrete success trials.

"Service" environmental conditions, which are usually far more severe than
storage environments, can be a significant factor In the reliability of pyro-
technics or explosives. This is particularly true in the case of temperature
and temperature cycling. Therefore, a comparison of the material's character-
istics with the service environmental envelope, and the determination of a safe
service life, are essential to the attainment and retention of high system re-
liability.

39



2.2.3 Elemants Common to Most Subsystems

A number of elements are common to all or most of the subsystems involved in the
escape and recovery system for the study vehicle. These include the ignition
elements, the various stimulus transfer components, and various delay elements
and pyrotechnic switches. For optimum clarity and to avoid the redundancies of
discussion which would otherwlse occur, these groups of components will be dis-
cussed in the following paragraphs, and henceforth only briefly called out in
the ensuing sections covering specific subsystems.

2.2.3.1 Initiation

T™wo basic modes of initiation are used in the escape and recovery system. These
are electrical and explosive; that is, the use of an electrical impulse to ignite
the first element of a pyrotechnic train (be it an igniter or a detonator), or
the initiation of a primer or an explosive charge from the cutput of ancther ex-
plosive charge, such as the output from shielded mild detonating cord (SMDC).

Since the utilization of the output from SMDC for initiation is, in essence,
merely a stimulus transfer technique, and will be thoroughly covered in Section
2.4,1.2, the discussion of "initiation" under this section will be limited to
electric initiators.

The term electric initiator covers a very broad range of electrically initlated
ordnance devices, and includes such items as electric matches, primers, detona-
tors (including blasting caps, glow plugs, and squibs). Basically they are ex-
plosive or pyrotechnic in nature, and are used to start an "explosive itrain" or
ignite a propellant charge. Generically they can be divided into two classes;
squibs, which produce hot gases, incandescent particles (often at high speed),
and radiant energy; or detonators, which produce a shockwave necessary in the
initiation of explosives.

The electric initiator, therefore, may be described as an electro-chemical
transducer which converts electrical energy from & suitable power supply into
chemical energy in the form of detonations or pyrotechnic reactions. Since the
electro-explosive device (EED) is the bridge between the electrical system and
the ordnance system, it becomes a key to many critical functions in ordnance
and missile systems.

(a) Design Considerations

In order for an initiator to meet its key role, the following design points
should be considered:

o] Funetional capability - it must be able to produce the desired effect
upon initiation within a specified time.

o] Reliability - it must function with a high degree of probability at
a high confidence level.
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o] Safety - it must be designed to resist shock, vibration, thermal en-
vironments, and electrical inputs from direct or inductively coupled
sources.

0 Producibility - it must be capable of being manufactured in an .uqus-
trial systenm geared to the production of many identical units in &
continuous process, where critical in-line function parameters can be
carefully inspected. This permits statistical analysis and evaluation.

o Versatility - it should be capable of performing a variety of functions
or it should be capable of being designed for specific input and output
reguirenments.

Ideally, it is desirable to design the unit with an ability tc have a signature-
type input which can be modified to fit a specific electrical system, and an
cutput which can be tailored to & given functicn.

(v)

(c)

Basic Initiator Designs

Electric initiators may be constructed in either of two basic forms - the
"plug and shell" type and the "header" type. 3Both contain the same basic
components, but are quite distinct in their design and application. The
first type has been widely used because of its simplicity of manufacture
and, therefore, its low cost. Present designs consist of a rubber or plas-
tic plug injection molded arcund the lead wires. Earlier styles potted the
lead wires in place. In either case these plugs were c¢rimped or sealed
into a thin plastic or metal shell containing the explosive or pyrotechnic
composition (Figure 23a). The "header" type on the other hand provides a
direct pressure sealed barrier into the case. This is achieved by molding
the lead wires (in this type of design they actually are pins) into a
machined metal body using ceramic, glass or other dielectric materials to
provide both a pressure seal and insulation for the conductive pin or pins
{Figure 23b). The machined body can be quite complex in design, depending
upcon the application in which it is to be used.

Design of Ignition Element

There are several different designs for converting an electric stimulus
into thermal or kinetic energy in order to start the self-sustaining exo-
thermic reaction in the explosive train. These are wire bridges, carbon
bridges, conductive mixes, spark gaps, and exploding bridge wires (EBW).
The choice of which ignition system should be used is dependent upon a
number of factors such as:

n] Safety - 1s a safe-arm device involved?

o Environment - including temperature, RF and static susceptibility
o Power available

o Volume availabie
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(a)

(e)

o] Weight limitations
o Installation - accessibility and check-out
0 Economic considerations

Because of the more consistent performance characteristics, the wire bridge
is the most commonly used ignition method. Selection of the bridgewire
material is based on the energy input requirements, compatibility of the
wire with the chemicals in contact with the wire, and the temperature re-
quirements.

When the bridgewire temperature is increased by the appllcation of increas-

ing firing energy, heat starts to transfer from the bridgewire to the pyro-
technic or explosive mix surrounding the bridgewire. This condition con-
tinues until the autoignition temperature of the mix is reached. If, however,
this rate of heat loss from the bridgewire equals the rate at which energy
is applied, at a temperature below the autoignition point, then a "no fire"
condition is achieved. For many ignition materials there is also a range
of "dudding" current, where a "no fire" ocecurs, but where the generated
temperature causes deterioration of the ignition mix, rendering the iniator
inoperative.

Present Requirements

With the advent of the space age and the increased use of electro-explosive
devices (EED), there also was a considerable change in the complexity of
the electronices field. This included considerable increase in power of
such items as electrical contrels; radar, and continucus wave carrier sig-
nals. As a result, a number of spurious firings of EED's through the pick-
up of extraneous currents and voltage have been reported. This resulted

in the establishment of a 'set of safety criteria by the USAF. The prin-
ciple feature of this criteris was the now well-known l-amp, 1l-watt for
five minutes reguirement. This stated that the no-fire current shall not
be less than 1 amp as the result of the application of a direct current

for five minutes, no-fire power shall not be less than 1 watt as the re-
sult of the application of direct power for five minutes. 3Both requirements
must be met without the use of external shunts.

Contemporary Designs

One method initially advanced and tested to meet the new requirements was
to place a resistor within the cartridge in series between each pin and
its side of the bridge, or to use a resistor as shunt. These methods did
not receive USAF approval because of the indirect method of meeting the
reguirements. After considerable research, industry eventually succeeded
in meeting the requirements. The most popular method is the use of a metal/
oxidant-type mixture pressed against a flush-mounted bridgewire, usually
about one ohm resistance. This type of composition has a relatively high
autoignition temperature with a good thermal conductivity, permltting heat
to be transferred away from the interface of the bridgewire and the mix.

A typical design for an igniter or power cartridge is shown in Figure 24%.
Figure 25 shows a similar arrangement, but for a detconator with a tip type
output.
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An additional advantage to this design is that by using a metal/oxidant
ignition mix, reliability of ignition of the next increment is improved.
In the case of squibs this will be another pyrotechnic increment, or in
the case of detonators it will be a prime explosive increment such as
lead azide. The reason for improved reliability at this interface is due
to the particular characteristics of the metal/oxidant-type compositions
where heat transfer occurs rather than an explosive force. The reasction
is nondetonating and creates large amounts of contained heat in the form
of solid, fast moving particles. This comblnation provides excellent ig-
nition transfer between increments. Thnis is particularly true where a
slight air gap is designed between the metal/oxidant pressed load and the
next increment.

Alr gaps generally are only necessary when the gize of the initiator is
small and therefore the ability of heat to be dissipated from the pyro-
technic pressed load mix is limited. This is a particularly critical con-
sideration when the seccnd increment 1s a prime explosive. In general, an
insulating disc, possibly mica or Mylar, placed between these two increments
will provide the necessary thermal inswlation. Further, this disc helps
meet the voltage breakdown specifications now demanded of the modern EED.
Typical dielectric performance requlrements are 1000 VAC at 60 cps applied
pin-to-pin and pin-to-case for one minute duration with no arc-over, break-
down or transient increase in leakage current.

In the selection of materials to be used in headers, consideration must be
made of both the operating pressure and bemperature of the unit itself, and
the system to which it iIs attached. As an example of some of the materisls
available to the designer, compression glass softens at 1250°F and is
capable of withstanding at least 10,000 psi. Some ceramics have operating
temperatures as low as 700CF but are capable of withstanding 20,000 psi,
while others can operate as high as 2900°F and withstand 13,000 psi.

In order to meet the wide variety of internal operating pressures, the de-
signer has the option of sealing a1l the pins in a single header, sealing
each pln individually, or of using a backed-up single header design. Ex-
amples of these designs are shown in Figure 26. Proper selection of header
materials, therefore, and the use of the opntimum design, can eliminate the
oft-encountered problem of pin blow-back durlng operation of the EED.

Another critical area of design is the final closure seal. A commonly used
technique is to roll crimp the body over a metal disc and then seal the
crimp by induction soldering the unit, The explosive or pyrotechnic mix
below this closure diso must be protected by an Insulating disc to prevent
acnidental autoignition of the mix during this soldering coperation., A more
recent aealing technique is the use of projection welding, which does not
elevate the temperature of the closure area more than a few degrees during
the sealing operation. Both of these technigues are considered to be her-
metic seals, but neither is completely perfect. Therefore, 1t is normal

to establish a maximum leakage rate Tor a seal and, in general, this should
be less than 10'6 standard cct's of helium per second.

With tne advent of reguirements for high operating termperatures, a word of
raution must be given Lo the designer who mizht wish to choose one of the
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several high-temperature resistant high or secondary explosives. The
caution is in the area of compatibility. Lead azide, for example, is not
compatible with a number of new organic explosives, and may very well be
incompatible with others of the high-temperature explosives.

(f) Design Criteria-Electric Initiators

The following operational requirements are considered to be the optimum de-
sign criteria for the electric initiators (both squibs and detonators) to
be used in the separation and severance system. In addition, the require-
ments listed below will apply te all other electric initiators used through-
out the crew escape system.

0 The design shall incerporate two independent and redundant electrical
circults. Each cireuit shall be independent of, and insulated from,
the cartridge body.

o The design shall be such that it will not fire when 1.0 ampere is
applied to either circult or simultaneously to both circuits for five
minutes at TO°F.

o The design of the initiator shall be such that it will not fire when
1 watt is applied to either circuit or simultanecusly to both for
five minutes at TO°F.

o The design of the initistor shall be such that after passing the no-
fire test, Paragraphs 2 and 3 above, the certridges shall fire within
20 milliseconds when five amperes 1s applied to eilther circuit. The
units that have not been subjected to the no-fire test shall be capable
of functioning within 10 milliseconds after five amperes is applied
to either ecircuit or both circuits.

o The resistance of each bridge eircuit shall be 1.0 ¥ .1 ohm.

o The design of the unit shall be such as to prevent the possibility of
inadvertent firing due to transient currents and static charges.

o The detonator shall be capable of initiating the standard SMDC booster
tip with a reliability compatible with the overall system requirements,
but in no event less than .9999 at an 80 per cent confidence level.

o The geometry of the detonator output tip shall be identical to that

of the SMDC beoster tip. (This allows use of the initiation data
available from the SMDC tip tests, and vice versa.)

2.2.3.2 Stimulus Transfer

There are avallable three basic methods by which to transfer the primary initia-
tion stimulus to each PAD associated with the separation system. These are gas,
electric, and explosive. A completely mechanical system was given no considera-
tion due to the obvious welght penalty involved. Of the three mentioned above,
the gas stimulus method is not considered capable of fulfilling the design re-
quirements. This conclusion is based primarily on the belief that i1t would be
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necessary to incorporate intermediate booster charges in the gas transmission
lines with & resultant loss of reliabllity and weight penalty.

Of the two remaining methods, the explosive stimulus technique 1s considered

the best cholice for use within individual subsystems where a number of func-
tions are to be initiated without interposed delays. The basis for the elinm-
ination of a complete electrical system has to do primerily with the problem

of simultaneity. For exemple, assuming the use of individual electric initi-
ators on each of six different PAD, it is possible to visualize en esrly/late
firing condition which could induce undesireble performance of an overall sub-
system. Such a condition might exist due to & "hang fire” or perhaps to nothing
more than large variations in the initiator's operating times.

Another major problem area related to the purely electrical system has to do with

the power required to fire a nmumber of units simultaneously. Assuming the use of

redundant initiators on each device, along with a five-ampere firing requirement,

a total firing energy for the separation system alone of 100 amperes would be re-

quired. To this must be added the current required by the other subsystems being

initiated simultanecusly. The fulfillment of such a requirement is not considered
practicel from the standpoint of performance, weight, or reliability.

Within most subsystems of the study vehicle, the explosive stimulus will be con-
veyed by mild detonating cord {MDC)}. Since it is desirable to contain the re-
sultant MDC blast energy to protect against structural damage, it is necessary
to select the smallest practical explosive load. Although such a selection is
almost completely dictated by relisblility requirements, the weight of the cord,
confinement media, and hardware associated with installation, must also receive
prime attention. The inevitable problems of general handling and lnstallation
are, in addition, of extreme importance. Considering the above requirements,

& nominal core load of three grain per foot was chosen for the separation sub-
system application. There is a great deal yet to be learned sbout the new high-
temperature resistant explosives discussed in Fart I of this report. Neverthe-
less, there is sufficient data to establish that at least one of these, hereafter
designated as HTE (high-temperature explosive), will meet the requirements of the
epplications at hand. HTE has been selected on the basis of excellent sensiti-
vity, thermal stability, and power output. In addition, a number of preliminary
screening tests on HIE-type mild detonating cord have been performed, the resultis
of which are quite encouraging.

As has been previously explained, most PAD will be located in areas where the
limitations of other equipment, such as electronies, will dictate the maximum
allowable temperature to be experienced. In these areas, such as on the aft
bulkhead of the capsule, higher temperatures, in the 400-500CF region, will be
encountered. Here the high-temperature type, such as HTE, is essential.

To avoid the possibility of mixup of components, it was decided to use the same
type of SMDC, having an explosive core of HTE throughout the system. This will
also permit an improved determination of reliability, through & greater amount

of available test data, and svoid the costs of a redundsnt development and proof-
test program.

Contalmment of the MDC blast energy has generaslly been dealt with 1n two ways.
In order to differentiate between the two approaches, they shall arbitrarily be
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referred to herein as confined mild detonating cord (CMDC) and shielded mild
detonating cord (SMDC). The CMDC-type design usually consists of the basic MDC
overwrapped with alternating layers of a fiberous yarn material such as rayon
or fiberglass and some reasonably tenacious plastic such as polyethylene. 1In
some cases the outer wrap consists of a heavy, woven Flberglas fabric. One of
the most important adventages of the CMDC is its flexibility. Tests on partic-
ular types of CMDC have shown 1t capable of reliably propagating detonation
through tight knots or similar kinks, loops, or twists that may be inadvertently
introduced into the assembly during installation. In addition to total system
application, the CMDC has found wide acceptance for component designs requiring
& mechanically flexible initiation input. A typiecal CMDC hookup is shown in
Figure 27. The particular system deplcted incorporates the added advantage of
quick disconnects which would appear to offer a substantial savings in installa-
tion time.

Shielded mild detonating cord (SMDC) consists of the basic metal sheathed ex-
plosive, covered with a thin fibrous overbrald, all contained in a thin wall
stalnless steel tube. Although the basic design weighs approximately the same
per unit length as CMDC, the total system weight of the tubing-housed SMDC is
less than that for CMDC. This 1s true because the end fittings are considerably
lighter, and because a greater number of brackets are required to maintain a
reasonable degree of rigidity in the CMDC to resist vibration and offset whip-
ping of the cord during detonation. Another advantage of SMDC is that it usually
is smaller in diameter than CMDC, and consequently occupies less space in the
vehicle. Thie could be of extreme importance in the design of a high density
spacecraft. Also, there would appear to be somewhat of an advantage in the use
of the SMDC at temperatures in excess of 4QO°F. However, this advantage could
be overcome by the use of thermally stable plastics and fibrous wrapping in the
CMDC design. BSome users also have cited the large instantaneous growth of CMDC
upon detonation as a disadvantage. However, the steinless steel tube associated
with the SMDC also swells to a lesser extent, and therefore, allowance for this
swelling is a design consideration for either configuration.

Regardless of the type of design used, it is necessary to terminate the stimulus
at the points where it must perform its prime function of initiation. Normally
this is accomplished through the use of an end fitting containing an explosive
booster. The size and shape of the booster is primarily a function of the ap-
plication. For any system, however, it is common to standardize the booster tip.
Shown in Figure 28 is a typical SMDC section with attached boosters. As in the
basic cord, HTE is also recommended for use in the booster tip. Based on the
results of recent tests, & nominal load of one grain (65 milligrams) pressed to
approximately 30,000 psi, is considered adeguate to meet normal performance and
reliability requirements.

(a) Junction Blocks

Junction blocks are inert fittings, closely resembling tubing fittings in
appearance, which are used to hold SMDC or CMDC tips in such a position and
proximity that crossg-initiation, or stimulus transfer, takes place among
the various SMDC lines led into the junction. They also are desigpned to
contain the blast of the SMDC boosters contained in these tips and thus
provide a sealed explosive system, both before and after firing. Jurection
blocks frequently are used to provide the type of redundant-path initiation
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(b)

in components and subsystems discussed in Sectlon 2.2.2, "Reliability."
They also permit a degree of flexibility in the design of individual PAD
and stimulus transfer networks where the incorporation of cross-over
charges within the PAD would be geometrically lmpractical or would require
excessive SMDC line lengths.

In the component and subsystem designs presented in this report there are
currently no junction blocks required, the functions of intercomnection
and cross-initiation being accomplished either within the individual PAD
or in the subsystem initiators. However, the subsystems shown are hypo-
thetical in nature, and should this escape system ever be reduced to prac-
tice, it is likely that at some time the need for junction blocks would
arise. Furthermore, they have, and will continue to have, application in
MDC systems, and thus a discussion of them is warranted.

Although the use of Junction blocks frequently permits considerably more
PAD design flexibility than might otherwise be possible, indiscriminate

and thoughtless application can actually reduce theilr effectiveness from
the standpoint of reliability, weight, and even cost. Extreme care, there-
fore, should be exercised in the use of Junciion blocks.

With respect to design criteria, the most important aspect of junction
block design is the ability to contain the blast energy of the SMDC boosters
at the highest specified design temperature. In addition, distortion of the
blocks should be kept to a minimum to offset post-fire gas leakage. This is
particularly true for a junction block located in the cockplt area.

Shown in Figure 29 is a typical four-tip junction block. A similar design,
Figure 30, which incorporates a receptor port for an electrically initiated
detonator is typical of that used for the separation subsystem. Two and
three-way Junction blodks are shown in Figure 3L. Should it be desired,

an electric detonator could be installed in either of these two blocks for
the purpose of primary initiation.

Initiation of PAD from a SMDC Stimulus

In many applications, the output from the SMDC stimulus transfer is used
to initiate a cartridge or propellant actuated device, rather than another
high explosive element. In addition, in the interest of redundant initia-
tion paths, it is also required that either of two SMDC output tips also
cross-~initiate the other tip entering the firing head of the device. This,
then, calls for the equivalent of a 3-branch junction block where the

of the legs is purely a "power take-off'" or output branch, in which the
high explosive energy is converted to sufficient mechanical energy to fire
a conventional cartridge primer.

Investigation has shown that the shock wave and/or the fragmenis from the
SMDC tips will reliably fire a percussion primer, if their directionality
is properly controlled. Also, the blast pressure will drive a conventional
firing pin of the piston-tyre to accomplish this function independent of
directionality. However, a disc-type firing pin which is belled by the tip
blast energy has been developed by McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, and has
been shown to have nuuerous advantages.
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0 It is a rigid element, requiring definite distortion energy to acti-

vate.

o] It is easy to seal against leakage in either direction.

o] After actuation, it provides a pecsitive backup against primer blow-
back.

o] It is very light and compact, requiring wvirtually no extra length in
the unit.

D There is little or no chance for misalignment, thus making e swivel

and fitting practical and reliatle.

Swivelling or adjustable end fittings are required on most SMDC-initiated
PAD so that the orientation of the input ports can be controlled. While
this would be desirable with any form of stimulus input, it is nearly es-
sential when the rigid SMDC is used. Two types of end fittings are shown
in Figure 32. One is truly swivelling, and shows several optional means

of providing the fitting retention. The other end fitting is adjustable
by removing layers from a laminated washer but is not a swivel device, and
therefore is not as convenient to use. Its advantage is that it is lighter
and more compact. Both types use the disc-type firing pin discussed above.

Henceforth in all epplications of SMDC to cartridge initiation, either of
the end fittings (firing heads) shown will be assumed.
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2.2.3.3 Pyrotechnic Delays

The advantages of pyrotechnic delays are their ability to operate over
a wide temperature range (-100°F to +200°F), operate under very high
impact loads, take up very little volume, and be relatively low cost
items. Over the ambient temperature range of -65° to +165°F, and under
optimum conditions, & delay burning within 20 seconds should not vary
more than +12 to 13 per cent. Under less favorable conditlons, such as
a crowded design or over the wider temperature range, -65°F to +200%F,
these limits may well increase to as much as + 20 per cent.

Pyrotechnic delays are usually prepared by pressing at quite high lcad-
ing pressures (30,000 psi or higher) one <f many available delay compo-
sitions into a column. Upon Ignition at one end of the column, the
pyrotechnic composition burns down the column and lgnites the next element
of the train. The length of the column and the burning rate of the com-
position determine the overall delay time.

The pyrotechnic delay compositions most generally used are of the "zasless"
type. These are physical binary or tertiary mixtures of one fuel with cne
or two oxidizing agents. $3ince the reaction of the mixture upon burning
produces a solid slag and very little gas (up to 10 ml/gram of composition,
at 3.T.P.), they are called "gasless" delay rompositions. FEven sa, it
usually is necessary to provide venting of the delay column in order to
prevent erratic burnlng times as a result of any pressure buildup. The
venting can be to the atmosphere, but it is more preferable to vent into

a small internal expansion chamber, particularly if the delay element is

to be used for low pressure applications. Gasless type compositions hecome
difficult to ignlte when the absclute pressure is below 0.3 psia.

Relatively recent research work on the behavior of delay systems has
produced evidence that may be a major contrioutlng factor towards the
problem of reproducibility. This is the significant shortening (“anti-
cipatory effect") of the delay times when a terminal cor relay c~harge is
placed directly at the end of the delay column. It appears that this
thermally sensitive materisl 1s ignited by hot gases from the reaction zone
preceding the actual reaction front. In effect, a porticn of the delay
column is bypassed by these hot gases permeating through pressed pyro-
technic composition., There ils some indlcation that the faster the burning
rate of the delay composition, the less the anticipatory effent.

There are several basic types of gasless delay powers available to the
designer, paramount of which are the silicon, zirconium-nickel ailoy, boron,
manganese, and the tungsten-type compositlons. The former was developed by
the U.3. Army Chemical Corps, and has been used in a variety of ordrnance
devices, The silicon compositions exhibit a good sleg retention capabllity,
vhich Is an important factor in maintaining uniform vurning of the delay.

In addition, they have a low temperature coefficient. Their principal
disadvantage I1s that silicon is poorly standardized from a lot-to-lot basis,
and therefore reproducibility is difficult. TFurther, the compositions are
susceptible to molsture.
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The zirconium-nickel alloy-type compositions are simllarly affected by
moisture, and, 1n addition, exhibit poor slag retention characteristics.
Like the silicon compositions they have a relatively low temperature
coefficient. Boron type delays, which are usually formulations of

boron and barium chromate, also are weli-known as an ignition materlal,
possess & poor slag-retention capability, and offer only a narrow reli-
able burning time range. 1In addition, very small variations in the boron
content cause appreciable changes in the burning rate of the composition.
These boron compositions slso seem to be subject to aging until a stable
plateau is reached. The relliable burning rate range is limited from 1/2
te 2 1/2 seconds per inch.

The tungsten-type powders, developed under Naval Ordnance Laboratory
ausplces, represent the most recent developments In delay compositicns.
In conjunction with barium chromate and potassium perchlorate, they are
capable of from 1 to 48 seconds per inch burning rate. Because of sub-
stantial changes in the burning rate with very small changes in the
percentage of tungsten powder above the 30-second/inch rate, extreme care
must be exercised in the use of powders above this rate. Even so, these
compositions tend to have a greater dispersion than most of the other
delay powders available. A further problem that exists with this type of
delay mix is that different lots of tungsten powder possessing the same
physical characteristics often behave differently when formulated into &
delay mix. Also, there is a supply problem in obtaining tungsten powder
specifically suitable for delay compositions.

The manganese-type delay compositions, which consist of varying percentages
of manganese powder, lead chramate, and barium chromate, probably are the
best known and most reproducible of all the delay powders. Originally
developed by the Naval Ordnence Laboratory, these compositions have a burn-
ing rate range from 2 to 13.5 seconds per inch, and further, this type of
delay composition does exhibit good slag retention qualities. The manga-
nese compositions have a certain susceptiblillity to moisture, and for a
long time it was recommended that a tedlous protection process for the
manganese be followed; however, it has been demonstrated that this treat-
ment process is unnecessary. With the proper preparation of the materials
and the proper processing of the composition, moisture problems are only of
academic interest, particularly since most delay designs provide complete
sealing to the atmosphere.

Therefore, it is recommended that the manganese~type delay compositions be
used wherever pyrotechnic delay trains are required.

(&) Delay Initiators

In several places in the study vehicle system, delay initiators having
the standard SMDC tlp output are required. 1In some instances, an
electrical input is wanted; in others, dual SMDC inputs are specified.
After weighing the various design factors involved, it was concluded
that there 1s considerable merit in having a common delay element,

incorporating an integral SMDC output tip, which is capable of accepting

elther type of input.
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(b)

Such a delay element is shown in Figure 33c. The thread size on
aach end is ldentical, and 1s eqgual to that on one of the
standard 1-Watt/l-amp squibs discussed in Section 2.2.3.1(f).
Thus, by insertion of the standard squib, a complete "delay
detonator" is obtalned.

By use of a speciasl SMDC-to-delay element adapter having the
same thread size on the output end, and incorporating a primer/
firing disc assembly as discussed in Section 2.2.3.2(b), the
assembly 1s made into & SMDC/SMDC delsy element.

The advantages in cost of manufacture, cost of qualification,
and the gain in statistical test date {for verification of
reliability) are obvious. Most delay units can be qualified
by similarity.

Yet there is no advance Iin technology required. Every design
feature required has already been made and tested, and most of
the elements are already required for other appiicetions.

Design Criterla - Delay Initiators

In addition to the envirommental requirements cutlined in the
Appendix the initiators must fulfill certain operaticnal require-
ments. The most important of which are that:

The SMDC input delay initiators shall be designed for i1nitlation
by elther of two standard SMDC booster tips.

The firlng head shall be so designed that it accepts two SMDC end
fittings, and that either tip will cross-initiate the other tip,
as well as actuating the delay initiator.

The electrically fired delay initiators shall accept a standard
1-Watt/l-amp squib per Section 2.2.3.1(f).

The firing head shall provide an environmental seal for all com-
ponents before and after actuation.

The delay time and tolerance of each initiator model shall meet
the specified values for its individual application.

The output of the delay initiator shall be a standard SMDC tip,
as praviously defined.

The design shall! be such that the input element and the delay

element, once assembled, cannot be disassembled without destruction

of the unit.

61



(a) Standard Squib
(1 Watt - 1 Amp)

Firing Pin

—

Primer

(b} MDF -to-Delay Element Adapter

— Aluminum Foil

First Fire

Air Gap

(Insulcfion)\

Delay Mix

P WaWa Va0,

o Yaa W
'] ‘._‘ev

A LA hAN

L2y Y T Yl )

Aluminum Feil

A ETETT B A F I 7 7 B

N X

\ §'\.

Qutput Charge

Stitch Weld

{c) Delay Element

FIGURE 33 DELAY INITIATOR ELEMENT AND ALTERNATE
INITIATING ELEMENTS



The design shall be such that the incoming leads, whether
electrical or SMDC stlmulus transfer lines, can be connected and
removed without the use of specilal tools. BSimilarly, the delay
initiator assembly shall be capable of installation or removal
from the system without the use of special tools.

The design shall be such that the shock produced by the SMDC tips

shall not distur®h the delay train so as to produce excessive
variations in delsay times.
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2.2.3.4 Pyrotechnic Switches

A large number of instantanecus and delay switches are required in the
escape and recovery system. Some consideraticon was glven to the use of
latching relays for this purpose, but analysis led to the conclusion that
the use of pyrotechnic switches could provide more relisbility with less
welght.

At first, consideration was glven to the use of & speclal switch adapter
which would mate directly with standard electrical and SMDC initlators.
These could be made to have standard electrical connector (MS) outputs.
However, further study showed that the chief use of these would be in
remote locations, not amenable to incorporation into "black boxes.”

In the specific system covered in this study, however, virtually all
switches, both instantanecus and delay, will be incorporated into circuits
vhich will already reguire black box construction. Thus, neither shielded
leads nor individual electrical connectors are required. This makes
possible the use of existing pyrotechnic switches of established, very
high relisgbility, whose compactness and weight are near cptimum.

An excellent example of such switches is shown in Figure 34a. This

shows a 2-pole, l-amp/l-Watt switch, the use of which permits the appli-
cation of redundant cireuitry in a manner similar to that discussed for
SMDC in Section 2.2.2. Figure 34b shows a modification of a l-amp/l-Watt
switch which is essentially the same as that of Figure 3la, except that
extra protection sgeinst RF radiation is afforded by means of a ferrite
plug which attenuates radio frequencies up to 400 megacycles.

The above switches are both instantaneous. The switches also are avail-
able in delays up to 30 seconds. All dimensions are nominally the same
except that the overall length increases by approximately .1 inch per
-gsecond.

Other mskes are available, but those shown were selected as representa-
tive examples because they incorporate all the features which would be
desired for this application.

Figure 35 shows, schematically, how dual 2-pole switches would be used
with 2 dual bridge initiators for maximum system reliasbility. As has been
previously stated, all electrical systems shown in the general schemstic
drawing should incorporate this dual circuitry. However, it was not

shown on the schematic so that maximum clarity could be maintained.

(a) Design Criteria - Pyrotechnic Switches

In addition to the environmental criteria shown in the Appendix, the
following design criteria should apply to all pyrotechnic switches:

o All switch initiators shall be of the l-watt/l-amp type, having a
nominal bridgewire resistance of 1 ohm.
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Switch contacts shall be capable of conducting a minimum of 30
amperes at 28 volts d.c. for a minimum of 10 seconds.

Actustion time for instantaneous switches shall not exceed .020
second. Tolerances on delay times for delay switches shall be
compatible with performance requirements for the escape and
recovery system,

Resistance between isclated terminals and bhetween terminals and
case, prior to firing, shall be a minimum of 50 megchms.

Resistance between isclated terminals, and between terminals and
case, after firing, shall be a minimum of 10 megohms.

Reslstance between closed terminals shall be less than .01 cohm,
whether such terminals are closed before or after firing.

If the bridgewire circult of the switch initiator has a resistance
of less than 10,000 ohms after firing, an extra set of normally
closed contacts shall be used, and the bridgewire circuit shall
be routed through said contacts, so that upon switch actuation the
firing circuit is interrupted.
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2.3 BSubsystem Pad Selection

2.3.1 Separation Subsystem

2.3.1L.1 Genersel

Imriedlately upon recelpt of an abort signal the escape system will be
initiated either by sction of the astronaut or through a ground control
comnand link. Regardless of the abort mode, the separation system will
be one ol the first items initiated. In some instances simultaneous
Pirings will exist velween the separetion devices, tower rocket, posi-
grade rockets, landing abort and retro grade rockets. TFor any case,
however, the successTul operation of the separstion system 1s the
important flrst step in the escape sequence and must perform with an
uncommonly high degree of reliability.

Showvn in Figure 36 is the schematic Ffor a separation subsystem which is
considered applicable to the vehicle in question. Becsuse of the
theoreticel nature ¢of the study, it is not possible to determine the

exact nature of each PAD function. Obviously, however, 1t will be nec-
essary to provide for structural separation in addition to the severance/
disconnect of a number of tubes, wire bundles, and possibly control cables,
Conseguently, two cable cutting and two tubing disconnect functions have
been incorporsted In the separation system. The number of such operations
has been established on a random basis, and are primarily intended to aid
the presentsation of the conceptual designs. All separation system PAD
will be mounted directly €0 or in the area of the crew escape module's

aft bulkhead.

2.3.1.2 Cable Cutters

There are three basic technigues by which it is possible to cut or dis-
connect cables pyrotechnically. These technigues are encompassed in
guillotines, shaped charge cutters, adid quick dlsconnect devices.

The guillotine is a relatively simple device which contains a piston,
modified, so that i1ts leading adge is shaped to either a chisel or round
blade confipguration. The cable tc be cut is placed through 2 hole in

the body, and lies against an anvil attached to the end of the guillotine
body. When a propellant charge is ignited, the pistor blade or cutter is
driven forward, severing the csble and coming to rest against the anvil.
The initietion system 1s guite flexible end the guillotines can be de-
signed for initistion mechenically through = primer, electrically with an
electric initiator, or through an MDF stimulus.

As mentioned above, the piston cr cutter may be designed to have either a
chisel or round vlade. The laetter normaelly Is used only for reefing line
cutters where the cgble to be cut has a tendency to fray. The circular
blade, therefore, cuts the line in two places, thereby increasing the
reliability of cuvting such materials as nylon. This design is not
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suitable, however, where cables, possibly armored, have tc be severed.

In this case, a chisel blade design is desirable because all the avail-
able kinetic energy cen be delivered to a single cutting surface. The
principle advantages to the guillotine method of severance are the com-
paretive compaciness of the devices, their cleanliness, and thelr ability
to cut either electrical or control cables. The principsl disadvantage

is the possible "smearing” action of the cutter blade when cutting electri-
cal wire bundles, and the resulting between-lead shorting.

Shaped charpge cutters also are relatively simple devices, in which flexi-
ble linear shaped (FL3C) serves the same function as the cutter blade of
the guillotine. In this type of device the FLSC is potted into a metal
holder which is then clamped over the cables to be severed. Initiation
can be by any of the modes discussed for the guillotines. For improved
relisbility it is sometimes desirsble fto cut in opposing directions, but
under these circumstances the FLSC is not usually positioned so that it
directly faces itsell; rather, it is offset and therefore produces in-
dependent cuts. The principle advantage to this technique of severance
is the ability to cut guite long, narrow sections which permits the
stacking, side-by-side, of many cables. The main disadvantage to the
technique is the resulting blast effect and the consequent weight penalty
necessary for adeguate shielding to absorb this blast energy. Secondly,
guite high core loading of the FL3C must be used 1f control cables are

to be cut, which, of course, further increasses the blast problenm.

Finally, the quick discomnect device offers the third alternative. This
requires the modification of multipin electrical comnectors in such =
manner that the firing of a gas generating or pressure cartridge initially
unlocks the connectors and the residual pressure then forces them spart.
The advantages of this type of system are that it is fast, reliable, and
clean. The disedvantages are the space reguirements necessary and the
weight requirements when large numbers of wires have to be disconnected.

Based upon the above discussion, guillotines are recommended for use as
cable cutters for the separation and severance system. The recommended
design for a gulllotine cable cutter is shown in Figure 37. Internal

switching or dead-facing would be required in certain electrical cables.

{(a) Design Criteria - Cable Cutters

The following operaticnal reguirements are considered to be optimum design
criteria for the cable cutters {guillotine type) to be used in the sepera-
tion and severance system.

Q The propellant cartridge for actuating the cutter blade shall be
designed for ignition by mesns of a primer.

o] The design of the housing above the propellant cartridge shall be
such as to provlde itwo threaded ports to accept two SMDC tips.
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0 The design of the initiation system shall be such that the output
from either or both SMDC tips will provide sufficient energy to
fire the primer in the propellant cartridge.

o The design of the cable cutter assembly shall be such thet when
initiated by the proper signal the caebles will be completely severed,
and must be free to slide out of the cable cutter after Tiring.

o The design of the cartridge for the cable cutter shall be such that
it may be removed from the cable cutter assembly without the aid of
special tools.

o) The design of the cable cutter assembly shall be such that it may
be installed or removed without disconnecting the cables that it
1s designed to sever.

G The design of the cable cutter assembly shall be such as to provide
for satisfactory severance when the propellant charge is reduced to
80% of the specified load, and to operate without component failure
when the load is increased to 120% of the nominal charge weight.

2.3.1.3 Tubing Cutters and Disconnects

The methods spplicable for severance or separation of hydraulic or pneu-
matic lines, are basically similar to those discussed in the preceding
section. The major difference between the devices discussed herein and
those previously covered is the frequent necessity for sealing the lines
after cutting.

In the case of a guillotine, a more sophisticated design must be incor-
porated, to permit crimping of the lines simultaneously with their
severance. This can he accomplished by the use of a double-acting
guillotine in which two specially contoured flat blades are placed on
either side of the cutting blade. Upon initiation, the crimping blades
first contact and crimp the tube on either side of the point to be cut.
When the crimping force reaches a predetermined value, shear pins fail,
releasing the crimping blades from the cutting blade and thus allowing
the cutter blade to continue its stroke and sever the tube. To enhance
the sealing of the tube ends, it 1s desirable to have the tubing coated
internally, in the area to be sealed, with a plastic material such as
teflon. The systems described above have been successfully tested and
are being built for use in the Gemini program.

The advantages of this method of severance are similar to those discussed
for cable cutters. The principle disadvantage will be the degree of
effective sealing obtained by this method, perticularly if the sealed
ends are subject to high vacuums.

Another technique thet can be used i1s a propellant actuated disconnect
similar to that discussed in the preceding section. In this case,



however, mechanical check velves are built into the disconnect housing

so that upon seperation the valves close off the line on either or both
sides as required. The advantage of this technique 1s similar to that
for electrical dlsconnects, with the addition that highly effective seals
are attainable, but as with the electrical type they are relatively bulky,
particularly if more than one hydraulic or pneumatic lines are involved.

An additional technique for severance and sealing would be the use of FLSC
for cutting the lines (also discussed in the previous section) and the
incorporation of an explosive valve ahead of the area to be cut, or if
necessary on either side of the area to be cut. The same signal used to
initiate the FLSC would also be used to initiste the explosive valve or
valves. The advantage of this method is its relative simplicity; also,
the valve may be placed some distance from the FLSC if required. The
disadvantages to the method are the weight and space reguirements should
more than one line have to be cut and sealed. The accompanying blast
effects from the FL3C is a further adverse effect.

Therefore 1t is recommended thet where single isolated tubes are to be
cut and sealed, the propellant actuated disconnect be used. VWhere more
than one line is involved then the modified guillotine approach is the
more desirable technique to be used ( Flgure 38).

(a) Design Criteria - Tubing Cutter and Sealer

The following operational regquirements are considered to be optimum design
criteria for the tubing cutter and sealer (modified guillotine type) to te
used in the separation and severance system.

o] The propellant certridge for actuating the cutter and crimping blade
shall be designed for igmition by means of a precussion primer.

o] The design of the housing sbove the propellant charge shall be such
as to provide two threaded ports to accept two SMDC tips with cross-
over capability.

o} The design of the initiation system shall. be such that the cutput
from either or both the SMDC tips will provide sufficient energy
to fire the primer in the propellant cartridge.

o) The design of the tubing cutter and sealer shall be such that when
initiated by the proper signhal the tubes will be completely sealed
and severed, and must be free to slide out of the cutter after
firing.

o The design of the cartridge for the tubing cutter shall be such

that it may be removed from the tubing cutter assembly without the
aid of special tools.
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o The deslign of the tubing cutter assembly shall be such that 1t may
be instelled and removed without disceonnecting the tubes that it
designed to sever.

0 The deslgn of the tubing cutter and sealer shall be such as to pro-
vide for satisfaectory separation and sealing 1f the wall thickness
of the tubing as specified is increased by a factor of ten per cent.

(b) Design Criteria - Propellant Actuated Fluid Disconnect

The following opersational requirements are considered to be optimum design
criteris for pyrotechnically asctuated disconnects to be used in the separa-
tion and severance subsystem:

o The power cartridges for sctuating the disconnect shaell be designed
for initiastion by either of two standard SMDC booster tips.

o] The firing head shall be so deslgned thet it accepts two SMDC end
fittings, and that either tip will cross-initiate the other tip,
as well as actuating the power cartridge of the disconnect.

0 The firing head shall provide an environmental seal for all com-
ponents hafore and after actuation.

o The design of the propellant actuated disconnect shall he such that
when initiated, it will separate satisfactorily, and each half of
the separated unit shall be sealed such that the leakage rate past
the seals shall not endanger or impeir the operation of the escape
cgpsule. Fluid seals shall be compatible with the fluid associated
with the disconnect.

Q The design shall be such that all components, including the power
cartridge, can be removed without the use of special tools.

(c) Operation of the Propellant Actuated Fluid Disconnect (Figure 39)

Initiation of the pressure cartridge causes the expanding gases to enter
the annular chamber between the male and female body secticns. This gas
pressure acts against both these body sections, causing the shear pin to
fail and the left-hand (male) section to be ejected from the mounted
right-hand section or housing. A&z this movement continues, the contact
between the poppets is eliminated, and both poppets are free to move
toward each other, and hence their respective seats. They are urged
toward this closed, or sealed, pesition by the compressed springs behind
them, as well as by the fluid pressure behind them.

It should be noted that it is desirable to use a flexible {luid line on
the left-hand or movabtle end of this disconnect. While it would work

with rigid lines on both gides, as the capsule moved away from the command
module, the lines would leak during the time required for the necessary
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motion to be achieved. This could create a potential hazard, depending
on the fluids carried through the disconnect.

2.3.1.4 Separstion Devices

Seperation of the Crew Escape Module cen be achleved through the use of
any number of different techniques. Some of the more common methods
include the use of FLSC, MDC, Shear bolts, separation nuts, and explosive
bolts. The use of FL3C as a separation technigue has found wide acceptance
because of its relative advantages of low weight, high relilability, and
adaptability to large separation planes., Since FLSC achleves separation
through actual severance, the epplication of the technique to a given
vehicle will guite often involve the use of an adapter section. However,
in the case of modular-type construction, where interconnecting ties are
made through cancentrated load paths, FLSC becomes less atiractive from
the standpoint of the large amount of explosive required to sever heavy
and irregular sections. The desirsability of wutilizing FLSC in such
ingtances 1s reduced still further when it becomes necessary to completely
contaln the back blast energy.

The application of MDC to separation system design has been limited pri-
marily to relatively thin-skin cutting, or for hatch cover removal. One
method for accomplishing the latter utilizes the MDC blast energy for
bolt breaking purposes, thereby achieving separation. Since in most
designs the bolts undergo a tension failure, the MDC must deliver enough
energy to bring about physical separation and actual movement of the
connected structures. If the structures so connected are poth heavy,
the forces required to provide this movement, and hence the structural
strength necessary to withstand them, may be prohibitive. Attempts to
design around this basic problem area, by such means as bresking cut the
structure around the bolt heads, will quite often lead one to conclude
that FLSC could be used just as, if not more, advantageously than MDC.

A shear bolt, another method by which to achieve separation, generally
consists of a two-part bolt held together by a shear pin. Application
of either propellant or explosive energy will induce displacement in
one or both ends of the belt, preceded by shear pin failure and followed
by structure separation. There are an obvious number of advantages
such as no fragmentation, no deformation, and design flexibility
associated with shear bolts. On the other hand, however, the obvious
realization is that the shear pin is the prime load-carrying member and
successful operstion depends on the ejecticn of a minimum of one part.
Another undersirable facet of shear bolts has to do with the binding
loads that can be induced if the separation plane is subjected to a
sudden, high-shear load at the time of initiastion. The basic problem
of achieving simultaneity must also be closely scrutinized through con-
sideratlon of the inevitable difference in shear-pin properties.

One of the more attractive means of achieving separation 1s through the
use of separation nuts. Such devices are generally operated by a power
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cartridge which upon inltiation induces displacement of a retainer housing
and brings about an cut-and-away cemming action of a segmented nut from a
standard structural bolt. Considering for a moment the application of Bep-
aration nuts to the crew module escape system with which this study is con-
cerned, immediate attention is drawn to abort modes G and H. In these two
modes theoretically simultaneous operation exists between the posigrade,
retrograde, and landing sbort rockets. From & more realistic point of view,
however, it is highly conceiveble that the landing abort rockets could resach
operating pressure some measurable time before the retrograde motors. Such
a situation would undoubtedly product shear loads in the bolts to which the
separation nuts would be attached. As touched on in the discussion of shear
bolts, only partial ejection of the bolt would not allow complete and simul-
taneous separation, and could introduce & violent and perhaps destructive
pitch-up in the crew escape module.

Of all the methods considered to achieve relisble separation, explosive bolts
are recommended for the vehicle under study. This selection has primarily
been made as a function of the vehicle's structural mske-up with emphasis
placed on operational simultaneity and proper performance in every mode of
gbort. A typical bolt installation is shown in Figure 40.

(a) Design Criteris - Explosive Bolt

In addition to the environmental design criteria outlined in the Appendix,
the explosive bolts should fulfill the operational design requirements out-
lined below. It should be noted that the listed requirements are by no means
considered all-inclusive, but generelly are intended to reflect some of the
more pertinent design conslderations.

o The bolt must be capable of withstanding, with a margin of safety,
any load or combination thereof that would result from any milssion the
vehicle is assigned.

o The bolt must be capable of complete separation under any set of loads
with any combination of the environmental requirements outlined in the
Appendix,

° The bolt must be capable of complete separation when subjected to a
no-load condition, including the elimination of prelcad, and con-
fined in a manner duplicating those conditions which exist in the
vehicle,

o The design of the bolt shall be such that upon detonation of the explo-
sive charge a minimum number of fragments shall be emitted. Every
effort should be made in the design of the bolt to reduce the number
and size of fragments to zero.

o The explosive bolt design shall be such that the least possible impulse
is imparted to the structure of the crew escepe module during separation.
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c The bolt deslgn shall be such that &all explosive materials are herme-
tically contained in a one-piece removable cartridge. Both the cart-
ridge and bolt design should be such as to facilitate installation of
the cartridge at some convenient time prior to launch without the use
of speclal tools.

o The explosive bolt design shall be sealed against all natural and in-
duced enviromments. The seals should have & life equivalent to, and
preferably in excess of, the explosive cartridge.

o In order to facllitate installetion, the explosive bolt design shall
incorporate an SMDC tip receptacle capable of rotating 360
degrees at the time of installation.

(b) Preliminary Bolt Design

Shown in Figure 41 is the preliminary design for an explosive bolt which
utilizes the ridge-cut, or reinforeced shock wave prineciple of operation,
and is capable of fulfilling the design criteria outlined in the preceding
sectlon. An MDC-type tip has been utilized for stimulus transfer and main
charge initiation. In order to overcome the problem of fragmentation, the
bolt has been designed to bresk in tension and thus glves rise to no flying
fragments except the endwise thrust of the two halves. The method used to
design the bolt, commonly referred to as the ridge-cut technique, will
greatly reduce the amount of explosive needed to fracture the bolt and thus
minimize the end thrust.

Another type of design, which uses low explosives or propellants, and which
is generslly called a 'pressure bolt," wes not considered here because it
results in much higher component velocity and higher back blast energy.

The ridge-cut technique, which utilizes high explosive shock energy, has
been thoroughly covered in literature on fracturing of metals, and need

not be dwelled upon in this report. However, there 1s one baslc difference
between the ridge-cut applications most frequently described and the explo-
sive bolt.

In most applications of the ridge-cut technique, a plansr shockfront is
used, and the shock wave produced by the explosive travels in a plane
perpendicular to the surface of the metal., Therefore, the reflected

shock waves {rarefaction waves) return from the opposite face of the
target metal in a direction perpendicular to that face, while the rare-
faction waves are reflected from the surfaces of the ridge at an angle of
(1800-incident angle). Thus the fracture plane, which occurs at the locus
of intersectlons of the rarefactlon waves, is easlly predicted.

In the explosive bolt, however, the explosive load is located along the
axes of the bolt, and is detonated from one end. In such & geometry the
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shock waves no longer move in a direction normal to the exterior surface
of the metal; rather, they intersect these surfaces in a "sweeping" action.
Consequently, care must be taken In the design of the ridge in order to
obtaln the deslred cut.

If one wishes to determine the position of the ridge cut and the location
of other potentisl fractures, it is possible to make a simple graphical
analysis in the following manner.

o] Assume that shock veloclty and rarefraction veloclty are equal and
congtant,
o Assume detonation is in the form of a plane front moving through

the charge from the point of initiation.

o Assume no rarefractions eminate from the charge space.
o] Select the explosive to be used and determine 1ts detonation veloecity.
o Select the metal to be used and assume a representative shock velocity.

Taking zero time to be the lnstant of inltiatlion, one can construect the
poslition of the detonation front, shock front, and rarefraction front at
various time intervals after initlation. At the time the shock front
reaches a metel surface, a rarefraction front starts back into the metal
with the same velocity with which the ghock front moved outward. When
two rerefraction fronts meet along a line, such as AB in Figure 42, a
potential fracture surface i1s produced. The fracture will propogate as
the rarefractions move back into the metal and at the moment the fracture
reaches the internal void where the explosive is located, the bolt will

part.

Figure 43 shows the resulis of the very first test of an explosive bolt
designed with the ridge-cut technigue. Although further development tests
would undoubtedly be required, 1t is belleved the depicted unit vividly
points out the usefulness of the ridge-cut technique in the design of
explosive bolts., The belling of the particular bolt shown is due to the
bolt's being fired completely unconfined.
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2.3.2 Tower Subsystem

Should an abort signal be received during either the Mode A or B
porticn of the flight trajectory, the tower subsystem will be initiated
similtaneously with the separation subsystem. In such a case, simul-
taneous initiation will exist between the tower escape rocket and two
redundant, one-gecond, time-delay switches. BSince the tower escape
rocket has s theoretical burning time ¢of one second, the time delay
switches will conceivably close at some time during motor tail off.
Upon clesing of the switches, two initiators will be fired which will
similtaneously cperate the three PAD that disconnect the tower and
ignite the tower separation rocket. At the same time, two redundant
short-time delay cartridges will be initiated to cperate an electrical
disconnect. The purpose of time delay in the electrical disconnect
cartridge is to allow the same electrical stimulus to initiate the
tower Jjettison motor.

Shown in Figure Lk is the schematic for the tower subsystem. An
examination of the schematic will show that complete redundancy

exists for initiation of the escape and tower Jjettison motors, elec-
trical disconnect cartridges, time delay switches, tower disconnects
and thelr respective initiators. In addition, each electrical initiator
would contain dual, independent bridgewires.

The tower subsystem's initiation stimulus is both electric and MDC in
nature. In order to insure simultaneity of cperation, MDC has been used
to inltiate the tower disconnects. All remaining units are electrically
initiated. The basic reason for selectlon of the electrical technique
is the problem of transmitting the initiating stimulus, whether electri-
cal or MDC, through the vehicle's skin. This problem was compounded by
the need to maintain a "clean' aerodynamic surface capable of withstand-
ing the high skin temperature associated with radiation cooled vehicles.
Based on a preliminary analysis, it was concluded that an cptimum design
could best be evolved through the use of a propellant actuated, electrical,
quick disconnect.

2.3.2.1 Tower Motor and Jettison Motor Igniters

The stimulus for firing the initiators of both the tower motor and the
tower Jettison motors will be electrical; therefore, the l-amp, 1l-Watt
no-fire requirements discussed in Section 3.3.2 are applicable and will
not be further discussed. The type of initiators normally used for
motor ignition are the pyrotechnic type igniter cartridges, and therefore
a brief discussion of igniter ballistics is desirable.

In an igniter, the sum of the interaction between the various components
of the igniter is its effective ocutput. Further, this interaction deter-
mines the rate and manner in which the energy for ignition is delivered.
In order to determine the optimum ballistic design for a particular
system, the correct balance hetween the various active components must be
determined, usually by experiment. With the many restrictions levied
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against the igniter designer various techniques must be used to control
the ignition system. These include such things as the cheice of slow
or fast burning propellants or pyrotechnics, powder or peileted
materials, the selection of the proper composition or combination of
compositions to provide the gas and heat required, and the selection

of the composition and configuration to give required burning time and
maintain chamber pressure at the required value until combustion
equilibrium is reached.

(a) Igniter Materials

The principal characteristics of igniter materials are their relative
ease of ignition and their highly exothermic self-sustaining reaction.
More than one igniter material may be involved in the ignitien "train.”
Depending upon their function within this train, they may be called
booster, maln or sustainer charges. Furthermore, classification by
geometrical configuration, such as granules, pellets, grains and
powders, has also been used with ignition materials. From the stand-
point of chemical composition they can also bte classified into three
types, namely, formulations of black powder, metal-cxidants, or solid
propellants (pyrogens).

To briefly surmarize the properties of black powder, it is a mixture

of potassium nitrate, charcoal and sulfur. Upon ignition it produces
guite large amounts of gases together with a considerakle amount of
incandescent solid particles. The heat of combustion is 720 cal/gram
and the flame temperature is in the region of 3880°F (2138°C). The
principal disadvantages to the use of black powder are its hygroscop-
icity, low calorific output, high ratio of gas to sclids in combustion
products and the tendency of black powder to gquench when ignited at low
pressure conditions. Also, the control of particle size is very
limited, leading to poor ballistic predictability.

Metal/oxidant compositions, on the other hand, generally have high heats
of reaction, high flame temperatures, and are high in the emission of
incandescent solid particles. They not only achieve ignition by radia-
tion and convection of heat to the propellants surface as with black
powder, but ignition also is assisted by the impingement of the hot
metal particles and to some extent condensation of metal vapors on the
propellant surfaces. A wide variety of metal-oxidant compositions have
been successfully used for a number of years, and will be discussed
briefly. These include boron/potassium nitrate, boron/barium chromate,
aluminum/potassium perchlorate, and teflon/magnesium formulations.

Boron/potassium nitrate formulations normally are used in the form of
pellets or granules. They have a considerably higher heat of reaction
(both by welght and by volume) than black powder, in the order of 1500
cal/gram. Further, they have a lower hygroscopicity and a much higher
autoignition temperature (TOOOF) than black powder.
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Boron/barium chromate fermulations nermally are used in powder form.
They have fairly low heat of combustion (300 to L0OO cal/gram) but
possess the unique property of being readily ignitable and self-
sustaining at low pressure environments., Thelr autcignition tempera-
ture is high {above 1000°F).

Aluminum/potassium perchlorate formulations normally are used in
pellet form. They have & high heat of combustion (2400 cal/gram) but
are fairly difficult to ignite. Because of a high burning rate expo-
nent at high pressures, it is important to provide unrestricted gas
flow through the igniter material to avelid rupture or detonation in
the igniter. The autoignition temperature for these formulations is
approximately lOOOQF.

Magnesium/teflon formulations are used in both the powdered and
pelletized form. The heat of combustion is in the neighborhocd of
1600 cal/gram, with an autoignition temperature of approximately 900 F.
It is difficult to ignite but is excellent for low-pressure ignition
PuUrposes.

In the use of solid propellants as igniter materials, it has become
customary practice to incorporate the propellant in a miniature rocket
motor. This type of ignition system generically has been czlled a
"pyrogen.” With the use of higher energy propellants enclosed in
pressure vessels with a relatively low safety fzctor, the need for a
reliable and reproducible ignition system, capable of discharging con-
trolled quantities of energy, was fulfilled with the use of the pyrogen
approach. Basically it is an ignition system wherein the combustion
of the igniter msterials takes place in a chamber and the products cof
combustion (gas and solid particles) are vented into the main rocket
motor chamber. As a result, the igniter designer simply has to
utilize the rocket motor theory for the design of the ignition system.
This places the design on a more scientific basis rather than on an
empirical basis.

(b) Design Criteria - Tower Motor Igniters

In addition to the environmental requirements which are outlined in the
Appendix, the tower motor and jettison motor igniters must fulfill
certain operaticnal reguirements. The requirements, pertaining to no-
fire characteristics, have already been discussed in detail in the
section 3.3.2 on electric initiators.

Other than the above c¢riteria, the initiators must be capable of produc-
ing sufficient pressure and thermal energy to bring about sustained com-
bustion of the ignition charge of the overall ignition system in which it
is used.
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With the overall ignition system, which includes the initiators,
ignition charge and pyrogen, it is preferable to locate this at the
front end rather than the nozzle end of the rocket motor. This is
because the hot ignition gases must pass the full length of the rocket
motor grains before reaching the nozzle, and as a result, gives more
reliable ignition at low temperatures, and generally shorter delay
times at any given temperature.

(¢) Design of the Pyrogen Igniter

The preliminary design best felt to fulfill the design criteris dis-
cussed above is shown in Figure 45, The two electric initiators are
screwed into the boss of the pyrogen body. Located directly below the
initiator wells is an ignition cherge of boron/barium chromate pellets.
These are retained in a heavy wire basket with a wire mesh disc above

the pellets to minimize unnecessary motion. A thin plastic rupture disc
should be installed between wire disc and the pellets to keep cut physi-
cal moisture when the initiators are not installed and to provide some
cushioning to the pellets. Since the pyrogen grain cannot be case bonded
in the chosen configuration, it will have to be a cartridge loaded grain.
After installation of the grain into the pyrogen bedy, the body would then
be screwed into the initiator receptor or header of the pyrogen.

2.3.2.2 Tower Disconnect

The tower disconnect PAD is one of the few components associated with the
escape system that must operate in every glide vehicle mission, as well as
for escape., Therefore, it is mandatory that the tower disconnects function
with an extremely high degree of reliability.

Since the problems of tower detachment are somewhat similar to those en-
countered for the crew module separation devices, 1t would appear worth-
while to give +thought to the techniques mentioned in Section 3.1.6. As
such, immediate attention is drawn to the possibility of utilizing a ridge
cut explosive bholt. There is little doubt that explosive bolts would
reliably release the tower. However, regardless of the many advantages
offered by the ridge cut technique, it is not possible within the present
state~of-the-art to achieve & smooth and continuous surface at the separa-
tion plane, as is required to eliminate locallized aerodynamic heating.
Thus, the use of explosive bolts for tower discomnnect devices must be
2liminated from consideration.

Although MDC and FI1SC could be used to disconnect the tower, a multitude of
problems are foreseeable with regard to protecting the thin, and presumasbly
brittle, external skin from the blast energy. Shear bolts and separation
nuts, although compatible with the wvehicle's structure, do not have the
necessary momentum to overcome the inherent shear load imposed on the bolt
by the tower. The problem of maintaining a smooth surface also must be
dealt with if shear bolts or separation nuts are used.

89



Wire Screen & Initiators
Ptastic Film

tgnition Charge
Seals
| /
H / Pellet Basket
\" /;
"E\ é l Motor Case
\
/ :\ /
b
N
A
N |
\\
Nk
E\ |
\\ \
Motor Grain

Pyrogen Grain

FIGURE 45 ROCKET MOTOR IGNITER PYROGEN DESIGN

90



One approach not discussed 1n the section on separation involves the use
of simple thruster or retractor-type devices. There is 11lttle doubt that
designs for either type of device could be evolved to fulfill the tower
separation. In order to meke a final selection it would be necessary to
meke a detailed analysis involving trade-off studies of weight and relis-
bility as & function of the design criteria.

(a) Design Criteria - Tower Disconnect

Regardiless of the device selected to fulfill the tower release function,
each and every one of the requirements outlined below must be fulfilled.
The items listed are intended to represent only major design considera-
tions.

© The tower releases must withstend, with a mergin of safety, all
flight dynamic loads, including those resulting from attitude correc-
tion, in combination with the total weight of the tower system.

o The tower releases must resist, without deformstion, any combination
of loads resulting from the simultaneous operation of the tower es-
cape and tower jettison motors.

o The tower releases must be capable of completely disjoining the tower
from the crew escape module when subjected to either an operating,
nonoperating, or no-load condition. Fulfillment of this requirement
must be maintained for any combination of the environments outlined.

° The release PAD must be capable of completely containing the internal
gas pressure developed upon firing under locked shut conditions at
any temperature wlithin the limits of the specified operating range.

o The release device, in its mctuated position, must maintain & smooth
end continuous surface at the tower attach point consistent with the
mold line of the crew escape module. There must be no discontinui-
ties in the surface of that portion of the release device used to
maintain mold line consistency.

c The release device and its component cartridges shall be sealed
against all nstural and induced enviromments. Life expectancy of
the seals shouwld be equivalent to or in excess of the power cartridge
portion of the unit.

© The cartridge shall consist of a hermetically sealed one-piece con-

tainer. The design of the cartridge shall be such as to facllitate
installation and removal without the use of special tools.
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{b) Optlonal Release Device Designs

As previously mentioned, either a retractor or thruster-type PAD may be
used to fulfill the design criteria for the tower release function.
Consequently, designs for both a retractor and thruster have been pre-
sented.

The retractor design shown in Figure L6 contalns two independent and
redundant cartridges. Upon initiaticn the SMDC beooster tips will det-
onate and physically deform the firing pin which will in turn bring

about initiation of a percussion primer. Ignition of the cartridge pro-
pellant charge 1s then achieved through the action of the primer in com-
bination with a pyrotechnic ignition powder. The force of the propellant
gas will initially breask the shear pin and then retract the piston into
the actuator body. At the same time a load will be applied to the plunger
piston. Upon completion of stroke, the locking pins, as a result of the
plunger leoad, will be cammed into the locking groove and thus maintain the
piston in a fixed position. In the locked positlon, the end of the retrac-
tor piston will maintaln a smooth and continuous surface consistent with
the meld line of the vehicle.

Figure L7 depicts a thruster-type PAD which would serve to release the
tower. Upon receipt of an SMDC stimulus, the cartridge shall ignite and
bring sbout displacement of the piston. The force from the piston is then
physically transmitted to the nut bedy causing fallure of the shear lip.
Complete operation is discernible by ejection of the nui and tower retain-
ing belt. At the end of stroke, the locking rings, which alsc serve as a
gas seal, will snap into the locking groove and thus maintain the pistcon
in a flush position with the mold line of the vehicle.

2.3.2.,3 Electrical Disconnect

The electrical disconnect as utilized in the tower system represents the

means by which an internally generated electrical stimulus is transferred
to bring about initiation of the tower escape and tower jettison rockets.
Selection of the electrical mode of stimulus as opposed to SMDC has been

discussed previously.

At the time of tower jJettison, it becomes necessary to completely disjoin
the tower from the crew escape module. As discussed in the preceding
section, the tower disconnects, through their cperation, will provide the
basic structural release. In addition, however, some means mst be pro-
vided to physically separate the'electrical lead wires to the tower and
thus eliminate the possibility of an undesirable tether action on the
tower. As a function of the stated problem, it was determined that a
pyrotechnic actuated quick disconnect represented the cptimum approach.
As opposed to a cable cutter, the disconnect not only performs the prime
function of stimulus transfer but alsc provides, in cone unit, the means
by which actual separation is achieved. Little consideration was given
to a pure mechanical design because of the welght penalty iavolved.
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There are, of course, two baslc pyrotechnic methods of providing the energy
necessery for separation; explosives and propellents. Of the two, it was
determined that the pure explosive approech, such as utilizing MDC to bresk
bolts, could not fulfill the requirement for an aerodynamically clean sur-
face without unduly complicating the design. As such, it was decided that
& propellant-powered disconnect represented the best design spproech.

(b) Design Criteria - Electrical Disconnect

The electrical disconnect, in addition to fulfilling the opersting criteria
outlined below, slso must meet the requirements assoclated with its basic
electrical function. Conformity with both requirements must be made under
any combination of the enviromments outlined in the Appendix.

0 The electrical disconnect shall sustain without separating any load
or combination thereof resulting from the flight trajectory of the
vehiele up to the time of tower Jettison.

0 Complete separation of the electrical disconnect shall be achieved
under any combination of natural or induced loads through the action
of redundant certridges at some predetermined time following receipt
of the proper electrical stimulus.

° The design of the electrical disconnect shall be such that following
separation a smooth &nd continuous mold line shall be maintained in
the affected area.

) The operation of the electrical disconnect shall not induce, affect,
or obthervise cause any damage to the externel surface of the crew
escepe module. There shaell be no significant or potentially dangerous
shrapnel emitted as a result of the operation of the electrical dis-
connect.

o The design of the electrical discomnect shall be such that final hook-
up of the electrical plug and installation of the power cartridges
can he performed external to the vehicle without the use of speclal
tools at any time prior, and convenlent, to launch.

o The electrical discomnect and its component cartridges shall be ade-
quately seeled against all natural and induced environments.

© The cartridges shall be designed in accordance with the general cri-
teria outllined in Section 3.3.2. In addition, the certridge design
shall incorporate a "built in," predetermined time delay compatible
with the initiation requirements of the escape and jettison rockets.
The design of the cartridge output charge shall be such that either
one or both cartridges will fully separate the electrical disconnect.

o The reliability of the electrical disconnect, ineluding cartridges,
shall be compatible with overall reguirements of the escape system.



(b) Preliminary Design - Electrical Disconnect

Shown in Figure 48 is a typical design for a propellant actuated
electrical disconnect. Upon receipt of the proper electrical stimulus,
the cartridge delay train shall be ignited. Since it 1s the purpose

of the time delay to allow for proper ignition of the tower escape and
Jjettison rocket motor, it is considered reasonable to contemplate a
total delay requirement of not more than 30 milliseconds. Since this
requirement is somewhat unique with respect to normal time delay design
as discussed in other sections of this report, it is considered worth-
while to make brief mention of a few of the methods by which to achleve
short time delays.

Quite often the designer, when confronted with a short time delay require-
ment, will find that the meore conventional pyrotechnic mixes do not offer
a Tast enough burn rate. As a result the delsy traln is extremely short
in length, and thus is susceptible to wide dispersion in addition to
being d&ifficult to load. Although some attempts have been masde to obtain
reproducible delays by pressing gasless-type ignition powders such as
zirconium/potassium perchlorate, under very high load on to flush bridge-
wire, they have not in general been found to be completely successful.
Digressing for a moment, however, from what might be termed the more
modern gasless delay powders, attention is drawn to the somewhat anti-
quated black powder delay train. Although primarily used in ordnance-
type equipment such as contact initiated projectiles, there is little
reason why black powder with its excellent thermal stability could not be
gpplied to the delay problem associated with the electrical disconnect,
The prime disadvantage would undoubtedly have to do with the variation

in burning rate that would be encountered from changes In atmospheric
pressure. This problem would be minimized, however, through use of a
hermetically sealed cartridge.

S5till, another method of achieving extremely short delays involves the
use of primary explosives such as lead styphnate or lead azide. Although
normally used for extremely short delays, such as five milliseconds, lead
azide has received consideration for times up to 50 milliseconds. More
recently, fuze-type delays have been made which utilize MDC with a lead
azlde core.

Regardless of the type of design, termination of the delay train will be
made with an ignition powder which will be used to ignite the cartridge
propellant load. The energy derived from the propellant will force the
piston portion of the electrical disconnect downward. After breaking the
shear pin, and at some point toward the end of the stroke, the reduced
arez portion of the piston will pass the ends of the locking tangs. Upcn
being free the tangs will spring locse and thus release the upper plug
portion of the cennector. At the same time, the piston will be forced
into the tapered friction lock, which alsc acts as a gas seal. The
friction lock will maintain the piston flush with the mold line of the
vehicle.
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2.3.3 Landing Abort Subsystem

2.3.3.1 General

It is the purpose of the landing abort subsystem as depilcted in Figure 49 to
provide the vertical thrust component required for abort during and after land-
ing. Utilization of the subsystem alsoc is made to provide lateral displacement
for launch and early boost abort situation.

SMDC has been selected as the initlation stimulus mode. Like most of the other
subsystems discussed in this report, a high degree of simultaneity is required
between the operation of the two landing abort rockets and the cover. The
choice of one cover as opposed to separate individual covers for each rocket
nozzle obviously imposes somevhat of a minor weight penalty. Even more obvious,
however, is the fact that the reliability of the landing abort rocket subsystem
is considerably improved through the elimination of individual covers and the
devices associated with them.

One gquestion that may arise upon reviewing the landing abort rocket subsystem
schematic has to do with the initiation of the motors and cover from the same
source. The disadvantage of the motors firing pricr to cover removal are
gbvious and thus need not be dwelled on. One possible method of eliminating
this problem would be to incorporate delay initiators In the two SMDC lines
going to the motors. Careful consideration of such a solution, however, lead
to the conclusions that (1) cover removal will be cobtained through the use of
all high explosives and thus will be released almost instantaneously, (2) There
will be an inherent delay in the igniticn of the landing abort rockets. Based
on the above analysis it was concluded that the ignition delay would adequately
allow for complete release of the cover prior to any appreciable pressure build-
up in the rocket motors.

Prior to leaving the landing abort reocket subsystem it is interesting to note
that the full thrust application of both motors on the crew escape module
would impose approximately eleven "g's” on the astronaut. Although this value
ig within the limits of human tolerance as described in HIAD for an "eyeballs
down" econdition, it certainly dictates a review of possible astronaut position.
As such it is foreseeable that the astronaut could be leaning forward at the
time of abort. Should this be the case, it is possible that a back injury
could be sustained. In order to alleviate such a condition, the decision was
made to equip the escape module with a propellant actuated haul back inertia
reel. This device is further discussed in Section 2.3.8.2 of the report.

2.3.3.2 Landing Abort Rocket Ighiters

Other than the environmental requirements which are discussed in the Appendlx,
the landing and abort rocket igniters must fulfill several operational require-
ments. These include the ablility to function from an SMDC stimulus, the
arrangement of which has been previously discussed in association with the
initiation of other devices. 1In addition to this, the initlators must be cap~
able of preducing sufficient pressure and thermal energy to effectively bring
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about sustained burning of the ignition pellets which form a part of the
overall initistor eand bring ebout sustained burning of the motor propellant.
As mentioned in the discussion of the tower and jettison motor initiator, it
is preferable to locate these initiators at the front or head end of the
motor rather than at the nozzle end, in order to have more effecient motor
ignition. :

(a) Igniter Design

The design selected for the igniters (Figure 50) was chosen for its compact-
nesg, an important criteria due to the space limitations lmposed. This
selected design is known as the pencil or flame tube type arrangement. It
essentially consists of an ignition cartridge located below the SMDC recep-
tacles. When either or both SMDC tips function, the firing pin is driven
against the primer located in the head of the cartridge. This in turn ignites
the pelletized output charge contained in the perforated tube directly behind
the cartridge. The spirally wound mylar tape covering the vent holes for
moisture protection offers no resistance to this flame front. The multiplic-
ity of flame Jjets which impinge upon the surrounding propellant surface pro-
vides excellent ignition of the latter.

2.3.3.3 Hatch and Compartment Cover Removal

A number of methods have been used for the removal of hatch and compartment
covers, four of which are of particular interest.

o] Mechanical unlocking and election systems
o] Explosive nuts or bolts

0 MDC "bolt popping'

o] FL3C cutting

Each of the above was discussed briefly in Section 2.1.15, Part I of this
report.

Because of the unique geometry of the covers required for the subject vehicle,
careful consideration must be given tc each of the technigues. The special
problems are twofold:

o] The main structure of the cover and its mating "sill" are internal to
the capsule, so that overpressure or backblast from explosive charges
must be carefully cantrolled.

o} The cover must be ejected with some force, since aerodynamic forces
will not carry it clear of the wvehicle.

Considering the second factor above, 1t is obvious that a simple unlocking
device is not sufficient; a form of ejector or remover is required. TFurther-
more, since the covers are of appreciable size and generally will be
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covering a stowage compartment, a single remover, centrally located, is not
applicable and a solitary remover mounted on one edge would not reliably
throw the cover clear of the opening. Thus, the use of this deslgn approach
would require some sort of peripheral unlocking arrangement plus several re-
movers per cover, a formidable weight penalty.

Separation nuts or explosive bolts would involve a similar penalty; a number
of devices would be reguired, involving both a weight and a reliability pen-
alty. Again, a separate remover system would be necessary, since neither
separation nuis nor explosive bolts would impart sufficient impulse to the
cover toc achieve the required separation velocity.

The "bolt popping" technique, utilizing mild detonating cord, is one of the
more appropriate metheds for this application. The MDC, which is installed
around the perimeter of the cover, provides a high rate, high energy impulse
which causes the cover attachment bolts to fail in tension, and also imparts
congiderable momentum to the cover. The velocity bestowed to the cover is a
function of its welght. The energy absorbed by the bvackup structure also is
a function of this factor. Thus it can be seen that the method is applicable
only to reascnably light-weight covers. TFor the application at hand, the
covers are heavier than usual because they consist of the compartment 1id,
the external vehicle skin, the intermediate structural members, and the ther-
mal insuwlation. However, the weight would still fall within the limits for
practicel use of this method. One of the chief disadvanteges of this tech-
nique, particularly in the subject application, is the presence of a aunber
of loose bolts after thelr fracture, some of which might cause the cover to
Jam into surrcunding structure.

From an oversll standpoint, it appears that the most desirable means of
accomplishing the severance and forceful ejection of the covers is by explo-
sive cutting techniques. Normally, flexible linear shaped charge is used
for this purpose. In one typical application of this technique, the veloc-
ity imparted to the cover was approximately 50 feet per second.

In severing metal by this method, the mechanism of failure is a combination
of two actions: the actual cutting by the charge and the mechanical failure
of the metal due to bending and/or tearing. Figure 51 illustrates this

action. In aluminum, the required penetration is approximately 40 per cent
and the remaining 60 per cent of the metal is severed by mechanical failure,

For any given material, other factors influencing the depth of penetration
required to sever a panel include the thickness of the plate being cut, the
proximity and rigidity of the supporting structure, and the distance between
the supports and the plane of the cut.

The charge required, in grains per foot of FLSC, 1s controlled by the specific
explosive used, the efficiency of the FLSC design (geometry, sheath material),
the standoff, and to scme extent, the degree of confinement afforded by the
housing or backup.
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From the above, it becomes obvicus that no simple graph or equation can be
used to determine the design of the sysitem; some development work will be re-
quired for each specific cover.

If the plate to be cut is thin, and hence the core loading of the FLSC is
less than 10 grains per foot, there is value in considering the use of MDC
rather than FLSC. While it is true that the cutting efficiency is lover,
the reliability of propogation is much higher in the low core load values.
This is true because in low core loads the cross-sectional thickness of the
V-shaped explosive charge of the FLSC is small, whereas the diameter of the
explosive charge in MDC, for the same loading density, is much larger. Fur-
thermore, the round shape of the MDC, occupying much less cross-sectional
area, frequently makes it possible to imbed the charge in the piece to be
severed rather than in a separate holder or a thickened and specially con-
toured section.

Without more detailed information about the structural loads on the compart-
ment covers, the thickness of metal to be cut cannot be ascertained. Thus
the precise determination of whether MDC or FLSC is the more desirable ex-
piosive element cannot be made. Since any design using FL3C can readlly be
adapted to the use of MDC, the proposed cover severance system utilizes FLSC.
Figure 52 shows the arrangement of components for the FL3C severance of a
typical compartment cover on the escape capsule.

Normally, the FLSC would be arranged to cut inwardly; i.e., in a direction
from the skin into the interior of the capsule. Contrary to what might nor-
mally be expected, this imposes smaller loads, and less of a tendency to
damage internal components and structure than would cutting in the reverse
direction.

This is the case because that portion of the explosive energy directed into
the capsule is largely dissipated in the work of cutting the metal. Tests
have shown that when the proper cutting charge is used, the resulting shock
and particles traveling inward will not damage a .0lO-inch thick foil located
3 inches inboard of the cut. Figure 53 shows the damage received by .010-
inch aluminum at various distances from a .07l-inch thick aluminum plate
severed by 10 grain/foot FLSC.

However, for the unusual application on this capsule, there 1s no advantage
in cutting in an inwardly direction. The explosive charge is entirely in-
ternal to the capsule, and the "backblast" must be absorbed by the capsule
structure regardless of crientation. Furthermore, there are two distinct
advantages in orienting the charges in an "outward" direction:

o The cover sectlon to be removed is smeller in dimension than the open-
ing in the vehicle skin through which it must travel.

o The backblast can be used to bend the "sill" structure inward (or down-
ward) with respect to the charge. This is better in removing any
Jagged edges from the path of the contents being ejected from or origi-
nating in the compartment.
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For these reasons, the configuration shown was selected.

Each of the cover seperation charges wlll be initiated at two points, as
shown schematically in Figure Sh.

The FISC 15 installed in the compartment 1id as was shown in Figure 52, which
15 a typlcal sectlion perpendicular to the plane of the charge. The FLSC
booster tips, as shown in Figure 55, act as relay charges to initiate the
severance system, and also act to seal the ends of the FISC. TFigure 56

shows the compartment, its cover, and en initiation block, at which point

the FLSC booster tips are located, and where the cover severence system re-
ceives its initiavion from the SMDC stimulus transfer system. The standerd
SMDC end fitting and booster tip are used to initiate the FISC booster tips.
Thus, no speclal explosive components are required. The inltiation block

is inert hardware, and is the only special part needed.

(a) Design Criteria - Hatch and Compartment Cover Removers

The requirements enumerated below are considered to be the optimum design
eriteria for the hatch and compartment cover removal charges.

o The FISC shall be capable of withstanding a temperature of LOOSF for
& period of not less than one hour, and of meeting all performance
criteria after such exposure, while at that temperature.

o The compartment sill and any attsched cut segments, when protected by
the backblast cushion (if used), shall not be cut or cracked in such
8 manner as to wesken the basic compartment or surrounding structure,
or to expose any jagged edge or surface capable of damaging the com-
partment contents during or after their ejection.

0 No signiflicant or potentially dangerous shrapnel shell be formed or
set free. All metallic pieces formed by the cutting actlon shall be
retained and rigidly attached to either the compartment sill or the
compartment cover. The backblast cushion, if made of & soft, flexible
material, may not necessarily have to be reteined per the above, but
such retentlon should be considered a design goal.

o The FLSC element shall be potted into, or otherwise affixed to, the
cover in such & manner that normal handling, assembly, or disturbing
environments {such as vibration) will not cause it to shift or be dis-
placed from its proper position. Installation shall not damage, crack,
or in any way dlsturb the hermetic seal of the explosive charge, or
impair the cutting or propagation reliebility of the FLSC.

o Any distortion of the FLSC at the bend radii shall be minimized to
the extent that the cutting sbility at the bend shall not be less
than that of the straight lengths of FISC.

o The booster cups affixed to the ends of the FLSC shall provide a
hermetic seal for the explosive filler of the cup and FLSC.
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There shall be uno voids, mechanical interruptions, or inclusions in
the explosive charge.

The FLSC sheath and booster cups shall be of such materials or so pro-
tected that when assembled into the cover groove, or when the cover is
installed on the vehicle the FLSC sheath and cup shall be protected
against galvanic corrosion.

The cover severance system (FLSC/cover assembly) shall be so designed
as to preclude the peossibility of any condensation or other foreign
material entering the groove area. If accormplished by use of low den-
sity, closed cell foam, or any other filler material, all cutting tests
shall be performed with said filler used in the test specimens.

Reliability of initiation of the FLSC by the standard SMDC booster tip
and back-initiation of the SMDC tip from the FLSC boosters shall, as
proved by established and acceptable methods, be compatible with the
overall reliability requirements of the escape system (reliability of
.99995 at 80 per cent confidence level can be established if proper
test methods are selected).

The FLSC shall be capable of completely cutting the covers with a
reliability compatible with the overall system reliability requirements.
The tapered plate test procedure shall be used, with mounting provi-
sions equivalent to the actual installation, and with all tests per-
formed at the temperature within the operating temperature range which
yilelds the least efficilent cutting action. By this method, reliability
of .9995 at 80 per cent confidence level can readily and economically
be established.
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2.3.4 Windshield Cover Release and Removal Subsystem

2.3.h.1 General

During re-entry, the upper surfaces of the glide re-entry wvehicle
encounter sufficient serodynamic heating that 1t is necessary to pro-
tect the windshield by means of a cover or heat shield. This also is
true for an escape capsule re-entry when a flight is aborted in any of
the high-altitude/high-velocity modes.

A study of the escape capsule layout will reveal that just ahead of the
windshield are the suspension points for the parachutes, both drogue and
main, and the compartment wherein the main parachute is stored. It is
advisable, from the standpoint of both thermgl protection and the main-
tenance of a smooth mold line, to use the same windshield cover to pro-
tect this entire region.

During & normal flight of the parent vehicle, it 1s necessary to Jjetti-
son this cover as soon as possible after maximum re~entry heating, not
only for psychclogical reasons but alsc to assure the maximum possible
vision for the pilot to make a correct landing approach. Tt follows
that this cover must be jettisoned on each flight, and, therefore, a
relesse-and-jettison system which affords the maximum operating relia-
bility with the least possible damage to the capsule is required.

Satisfactory operation of the windshield cover release and removal
system is alsc essential to the abort system since, as mentioned pre-
viously, some of the parachute suspension points and the main recovery
chute are located beneath this cover.

From the foregoing, it is obvious that relisbility is the foremost
design criterion for the windshield cover removal subsystem.

Finally, because this area also serves as the most convenient and prac-
tical access to the forward portion of the capsule interior, it also is
desirable that the cover be easily removed or attached, and be one of
the last items to be secured prior to launch.

The schematic drawing of the selected windshield cover release and
removal subsystem 1s shown in Figure 57. It provides for electrical
initiation of the subsystem, and SMDC stimulus transmission within the
system. This assures the best possible degree of simultaneity in the
functioning of redundant jtems. Each of the electric initiators is of
the type defined and specified in Section 2.2.3.1(f).

The windshield cover release mechanism is actuated by redundant SMDC
initiated PAD, either of which will operate the entire release mechanism.
It is considered desirable to provide Iintegral with the PAD system, alter-
nate means to easily release or secure the cover by use of pneumatic pres-
sure. This alternate method of operation is for use by ground service
personnel prior to launch of the vehicle.
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Simyl tanecusly with the initiation of the release actuators, redundant
delay initiators (SMDC input/SMDC output) are also fired. The delay is
incorporated to assure that the cover is fully unlocked hefore the re-
movers start their action. Whichever delay initiator produces its out-
put impulge first initiates both cover removers.

Two removers, one on each side of the main parachute compartment, are
used. Normally they would act in tandem in Jettisoning the cover, but
either should be capable of accomplishing this functlon.

2.3.4.2 Cover Release Actuators

There are several alternative approaches for the design of a cover
release system tc meet the requirements discussed above. These include
the following:

0 Exploslive bolts

o Separation nuts

0 MDC "bolt popping”

0 FLSC severance

o Mechanical unlatching linkage

Regardless of the method of cover release selected, a positive form of
Jettison device (canopy remover) will be required for this application
because of the existance of & positive or holding pressure ageinst the
cover at some angles of attack which will be encountered. Alsc, in a
normal flight mission the cover must be forcefully thrown clear of the
command module. Thus, whether the severance or release system would
impart any momentum to the cover can be disregarded as a factor in the
selection of the best technique.

The relative merits of the first four of the above listed techniques
were covered quite thoroughly in Section 2.3.3.3, "Hatch and Compart-
ment Cover Removal," and that comparison is applicable here. Basically,
for this application, the first two, explosive bolts and separation nuts,
can be eliminated from consideration for two reasone; the large number
required would lead to a reduction in system relisbllity, and they would
not provide the desired feature of rapid and convenlent attachment

and release of the cover. MDC bolt popping would not function satis-
factorily because of the high cover weight, and also would not meet the
"gquick attach and release" design goal. FLSC cutting would have very
high reliability but the charge would have to be buried well inside the
skin and be well insulated. Therefore, the normal point of attachment
and removal would have to be separate from the sttach points near the
FLSC. Even then, a number of indlvidual screws would have to be used,
thus the goal of convenlence in manual attachment or release would not
be fulfilled. In addition, some damage to the capsule would be almost

& certainty each time the system was fired.
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All things considered, a mechanical latching/unlatching system appears to
be the optimum method for a number of reasocns.

o]

(2)

By using a basically mechanical system, & single PAD can be used to
operate the entire system,

There is no problem in using dual PAD for redundancy, thus enhancing
religbility. The PAD can be sufficiently smsll that the weight
penelty 1s minimal.

A pecondary means of sctuation, for example & pneumatic system, can
be used for the ground service installation and removal.

Servicing, i.e., installation and removal, is quick and convenient.
Actuation will not damage the capsule.
The system 1s the safest for servicing personnel.

It 1s more compatible with a secondary method of sactustion for use by
servicing persomnnel.

Design Criteria - Cover Release Subsystem

The following criterls are considered essential to an optimum windshield
cover release subsystem.

e

(b)

The cover release subsystem shall consist of a series of latches, all
actuated from & common actuating point.

Two pyrotechnic actuastors shall be used, either of which shall be
capable of opersting the release mechanism.

Ap auxiliary means of operating the release mechanism shall be pro-
vided to permit prelaunch installation or removal of the cover without
disturbance of the PAD system used for inflight operation of the system.

The release mechanism shall not be damasged by funetioning, nor shall
it in any way damage the capsule by said functioning, whether actu-
ated pyrotechnically or by the auxiliary means.

The PAD used to actuate the release mechanism in flight shall be
inltiated by the standard SMDC output.

Windshield Cover Release Design

Figure 58 shows, in preliminary form, the design selected for the cover
latching system. At each of the latching points an overcenter toggle
latch engages & matching lug to hold the cover in place. All the toggle
linkages on both sides of the cover are actuated by & single actuating
lever located centrally on the forward bulkhead of the pressure cabin,
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through appropriate tie links. All tle links will be of tubular
censtruction for the maximum strength/weight ratio.

While any type of actuators desired may be used for both the pyro~
technic and the auxiliary (servicing) actuators, those described in
the ensuing paragraphs are considered to be most desirable. First,
however, it may be well to mention one reguirement which resulis from
the type of latch shown. The actuating force required to unlock the
overcenter linkages 1s 1lnitially quite high, but after the links pass
the on-center position, the force required rapidly drops to zero.
Furthermore, because of the inertia of the linkages, & controlled
deceleration of these masses 1s highly desirable. Thus, viscous
snubbing of the system is required; viscous, rather than mechanical, be-
cause of the requirement for repeated functioning.

Two modes of actuation are required, one pyrotechnic and one which
can be manual, hydraulic, pneumatlc, or by any other means convenient
to servicing personnel. Pneumatic actuatlon was chosen as the most
convenient and most readily available means.

Consideration was given to several configuraticns, including the in-
corporation of propellant and pneumatic actuation and hydraulic damping
all in a single unit, but 1t was concluded that by dividing the func-
tions between two units the overall system would be simpler, less ex-
pensive, and more reliable.

Figure 59 shows the two mctuators to be used for operating the latching
mechanism. Figure 59 (a) is the PAD which serves a two-fold function.
Application of pressure from compressed gas (e.g., nitrogen) to the
back side of the piston latch is the cover after installation. Initia-
tion of the cartridge from the SMDC stimulus transfer system previously
described, unlocks and releases the cover. This is the normal mode of
operation 1in flight.

Figure 59 (b) shows the combination snubber-pneumatic unlock actuator.
For ground servicing of the capsule, the application of gas pressure
(again Np) to the left-hand side of the piston unlocks the cover. The
hydraulic damping system shown on the right-hand end of the device serves
to snub the motion of the linkages when the mechanism is being unlocked,
regardless of power source. After a relatively free initial stroke, the
tapered metering pin enters the orifice, gradually providing more and
more restriction to motion, and thys decelerating the entire mechanism
to prevent it's slamming home at the end of its stroke.

For relisbility, two PAD actuators wlill be used, either of which will be
capable of releasing the windshield cover. Only one snubber is required.

Overall arrangement of the various actuators, the snubber, and the
mechanical bell crank is shown in Figure 58.
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2.3.4.,3 Windshield Cover Removers

Basically there are geveral ways in vwhich canopies, which are not unlike
the windshield cover described herein, can be removed. These include
the use of spring-loaded actuators, pneumatic actuators, the MDC "bolt
popping” technique, and the conventional propellant actuated remover.

In this inetance, where the actual canopy 1s between the cover and the
personnel, even one or more small rocket motors could be used for this

purpose.

The spring-loaded and pneumatic actuators were rejected in this case as
being heavier and/or bulkier than the PAD-type. As previously explained,
the MDC system (and also the use of FLSC), only works well with light
covers; the cover involved here is far too heavy, and the aerodynamic
loads too high, to rely on this method of severance and separation.
Also, some sill damage almost invariably occurs, and for a reussble
vehicle this is an iImportant drawback. The use of small rocket motors
was carefully analyzed, but the possibility of damage to the other
components (windshield, parachute risers and attachments, and the main
chute itself) was a deterrent to their use. Also, the degree of con-
trol over the cover trajectory which could be obtained by use of a
propellant actuated remover was considered to be a strong point favor-
ing its use.

The design of a propellant actuated cover remover to meet the general
performance requirements 1s straightforward, and can follow accepted
practice with a solitary exception; becauge the remover is in relatively
direct contact with the hot "skin" of the cover, it must be insulated
from this skin and/or must have & sufficient heat sink or cooling

system Iincorporated into it to protect the propellant from overheating.

The removers need not, and indeed should not, loek in their prefire posi-
tion, and the piston or tube, whichever is the moving member, should
come free of the end of the stroke.

(a) Design Criteris - Windshleld Cover Remover

The following design criteria should apply to the windshield cover
removers used in thie subsystem.

o] Each remover shall he powered by a removable and replaceable cart-
ridge, and the cartridge and firing head shall be designed to be
initiated by either of two standard SMDC gtimulus transfer lines;
or

o] Each remover shall be powered by two removable cartridges, each of
which shall have its own standard SMDC initiation line, and either
of which shall ignite the other.

0 The cartrlidges shall be capable of replacement without the use of
special tools.
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o} Ezch remover shall have developed at least TO per cent of its
average thrust within .020 second after receipt of the firing
stimulus, znd when fired against the most probable combination
of dynamic and static loads, the thrust throughout the sircke
shall be as uniform as possible.

o} The removers shall incorporate sufficient heat-sinks and/or
means of cooling that the performance of the propellant load
shall not be impaired when the remcover is subjected to the
same heat flux input as will be experienced in the msximum
heating trajectory for a pericd 1.5 times the duration of that
trajectory.

o] The cartridges shall be sealed such that they are independently
capable of withstanding all envirommental conditions which shall
be encountered during storage without any supplementary protec-
tion, and all flight environmental conditions except temperature
without rellance upon the seals of the remover.

o] The remover shall be so sealed as to protect the enclosed cart-
ridges from all flight enviromment conditions for the duration
of the mission, from launch to cover Jetilsocn.

o} Either remover, independently, shall have sufficient power to
successfully Jettison the windshield cover from the escape cape-
sule under the worst combination of aerodynamic and inertial
loads.

o Both removers, working in tandem, shall be capable of success-
fully throwing the windshleld cover clear of the conbined cap~-
sule and command module (glider configuration) under the worst
cotbination of dynamic loads, without imparting structural
damage to the parent wvehicle.

(v) Selected Design

The selected design for the windshield cover remover is shown in
Figure 60. Although conventional in basic design, it represents
several departures from tradition in details. These features are in-
tended to cope with the unique thermal problem characteristic of, but
limited to, those PAD which contact the outer skin of the capsule or
which are likely to be less insulated from this skin. For example,
any drag flaps which might be required could advantageously utilize
these or similar techniques for protecting their propellant charge.

This thermal protection is afforded the cartridge by use of tweo basic
techniques:

o} The use of a heat sink at or near the source of the incoming heat
flow.
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The use of latent heat of vaporization of a liquid or solid
whose boiling point or sublimation temperature is slightly below
the safe temperature for the propellant used, and located as
close as possible to the propellant cartridge.

Beryllium was chosen as the heat sink because, of the various materials
which might be practically applied to this purpose, it had the highest
specific heat., It is located near to the source of heat for two
regsons:

o)

At this location it can be allowed to reach a much higher tempera-
ture than it could I1f it were near the propellant,

By reducing the heat flux to all components helow it in the
direction of heat flow, it helps to limit the temperature of gll
these parts.

The "water cartridge," located inside the inner tube (or hollow piston)
gerves several purposes:

(o]

It provides a high capacity source of cooling for the area near the
cartridge (970 Btu/pound for heat of vaporization of water at 212'F
alone, plus the possibility of heating the resulting steam).

It aids ignition, by limiting the free volume seen by the cartridge
until e predetermined pressure is attained, while at the same time,
once the lip of the water cartridge shears off, it acts as a
damped (pneumatic spring) piston, increasing the free volume of

the remover, and thus providing a smoother pressure time trace.

In the event of "lock-shut" firing, this same action permits the
use of the maXimum available free volume, thus permitting a lighter
construction for the unit.



2.3.5 Recovery Subsystem

2.3.5.1 G@General

The various functional and component requirements of the recovery system were
thoroughly covered in Part I of this report. Further system analysis, as
reviewed in Sectlon 2.1 of this volume, indicated that no major changes from
the preliminary system concept are necessary.

Basically, the components reguired may be grouped according te the functilons
which they perform. In these groupings, however, the associated initiators
and switches can be omitted, or mentioned in passing, since they have already
been thoroughly covered in Section 2.4.1. Classified as above, the functions
and their associated components are as follows:

o] Drogue Chute Deployment - drogue mortar

o] Drogue Chute Reposition, and Drogue and Main Chute Releases - one or more
riser release devices for each of the above functions

o] Main Parachute Deployment - accomplished, depending on escape mode, by
one of two techniques: In most modes, by the drogue chute release or
disconnect; in modes G/H by means of a thruster/catapult. Also requires
an "apex line" cutter.

o} Main Chute Disreef - several reefing line cutters

o Miscellaneous - several barostatic switches, a pressure actuated switch,
an impact switch, and an intervalometer

A schematic drawing of the recovery subsystem is shown in Figure 61. The
sequencing of the various devices in the subsystem can be derived, for the
two basic recovery modes, from Figure 4, and has been described in Section
2.1.3 for each individual escape mode; however, it is desirable to analyze
the two recovery modes in delail o widerstand some of the redundancies pro-
vided to enhance the overall reliability.

But first it mey he well to point out that the primary method of stimdus
transmission and initiation throughout this subsystem is electrical. The
reasons are twofold:

0 The delay between operations varies not only as a direct function of
time, but alsc depends on altitudes; thus, a number of interruptions
occur in the operation. Electrical systems can be handled under these
conditions, not only more easily, but also far more reliably, than an
explosive stimulus.

o Alternate sources of initiation, of either components or groups of
components, can be provided more frequently, more easily, and at a far
smaller weight penalty than & mechanical/explosive initiator. Further-
more, it may be desired that some of these alternate initistion stim-
uli come from the ground control system; these, of necessity, would
have to te electrical.
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Wherever electrical initiation is used, dual bridgewire initiators are em-
ployed. Each of the two bridgewires are on separate circuits, and when
interrupts, either pyrotechnic or barostatic switches, are employed, two
independent and redundant devices are used, each one closing both, and where
appropriate, fired by either and both of the parallel bridgewire circuits.
For clarity, this is not indicated in the schematics, but it should be remem-
bered when the system relisbility is analyzed.

(a) Subsystem Sequencing - Escape Modes A through F

For escape modes A through F, functioning and sequencing of the recovery sys-
tem is identical. The path is indicated in Figure 62. The initiating
stimilus enters the subsystem through the mode selector, and initiates & 15-
second delay switch. After an elapsed time of 15 seconds, the switch closes,
relaying the electrical power to the 70,000-foot barostat. When the barostat
closes {or if it is already closed) the power is transmitted to two devices:
(l) through a dicde to the windshield cover release and removal system, and
(2) to the recovery system intervalometer. The intervalometer, once started,
supplies power &t various time intervals to cother PAD as follows:

o .5 second - to drogue mortar, ejecting drogue chute
o 5 seconds - to drogue repositioner
0 15 seconds ~ to 15,000-foot barcstat

The 15,000-foot harostat is used to regulate the altitude at which the main
parachute is deployed. This chute is deployed by releasing the drogue chute,
which by means of a line attached from the drogue chute risers to the apex
of the main chute, pulls the main chute from its compartment. Deployment of
the main chute automatically initiates several 2.5-second delay reefing line
cutters, thus dereefing the chute after that elapsed time.

Simultaneously with the deployment of the main chute, a 1l0-second pyrotechnic
delay initiator is ignited. After this elapsed time, the impact attenuation
system is initiated, and a zero delay arming switch is actuated. This switch
arms an impact switch which, on the decelerations experienced on landing,
actuates the main chute disconnects and the flotation system.

(v) Subsystem Sequencing - Modes G/H

In modes G/H, the deployment of the main parachute is time critical, due to
the proximity of the glider to the ground at the time of abort. In these
modee, there 18 not sufficient time for use of the normal drogue-main sequen-
cing, so a catapult 1s used to directly deploy the main chute. The stimulus-
sequencing path is indicated in Figure 63.

The stimulus, entering through the mode selector, initiates a 9.5-second

time delay switch which, after the elapsed time, relays the electricsl fir-
ing stim:lus %o several PAD. PFirstly, current passes through a diode and
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initlates the windshield cover release and removal system. Secondly, it
initiates a O.5-second pyrotechnic delay switch; simultanecusly, it initiates
an 0.3 second delay cartridge in the main chute catapult.

After the required 0.3 second, the catapult propellent charge i1s ignited, and
the catapult starts to stroke. The bulldup of pressure in the catapult oper-
ates & 5-pole pressure switch (3 poles N.C., 2 poles N.0.). Opening of the

3 normally closed poles electrically disconnects the 0.5-second delay switch
mentioned above. Closing of the 2 normally open poles in this switch trans-
mits the firing stimulus to the drogue releases (merely for simplicity of the
system); to the apex line cutter, thus severing the connection between the
undeployed drogue and the deploying main chute; and initiates the 10-second
time delay initiator which operates the impact attenuation system and the arm-
ing switch for the flotation system, as previously discussed.

Should the main chute catapult fall to fire, the pressure in the catapult
would not develop, and thus the 5-pole pressure switech would not be operated.
In this event the 3 normally closed poles would remain closed. Thus, after
an overall elapsed time of 0.5 seconds, the pyrotechnic switch would close,
simultaneously firing the drogue mortar, the drogue repositlioner, and
{through the closed 15,000-foot baroswitch) the drogue release, as well as
the delay initiator for the impact system, etc. The above combination of
delay and pressure switches provides a backup to the main chute catapult
whereby, should it fail to operate, the drogue chute is used, without any
delasys, as & pilot chute for the extraction of the main chute. It is expec-
ted that in most, if not all, cases the backup system would provide full
deployment of the main chute In time to safely recover the escape capsule.

2.3.5.2 Drogue Chute Deployment

There are three principle methods by which drogue chutes can he deployed.
These are by means of a drogue gun, a drogue mortar, or a thruster. In the
case of the drogue gun, the drogue chute in a packed condltion 1s attached
to & heavy metal slug by means of a line. A cartridge is used as the expel-
ling charge for the slug, which, when fired, pulls the drogue chute out
until it is deployed.

The drogue mortar is much larger than a gun itself but since the drogue chute
actually is packed inside the mortar tube of the device, considerable space
savings are effected. In addition to an expelling cartridge the other major
component of the mortar is the sabot. This sabot or shoe is positioned at
the bottom of the mortar tube with the drogue chute directly on top of it.
When the drogue moriar is fired, the expanding gases force the sabot forward,
which in turn pushes the chute ocut.

The third method utilizes the principles of a thruster, with the drogue chute
packed in a pan mounted to the top of the thruster, the results of which are
similar to the mortar in that the chute is pushed cut. It differs from the
mortar in that the device usually is buffered at the end of the stroke, so
that all moving parts are retained within the device.
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RBecause space and weight are limiting design parameters in this system, both
the drogue gun and the thrusier methods of deployment must be ruled out,
either on the basis of weight or the volume required. Only the drogue mortar
offers the optimum of a compact desipn and the lowest weignt of all three
methods available.

(a) Design Criteria - Drogue Mortar

In addition to the environmental requirements outlined in the Appendix, the
drogue chute mortar must meet certain operational regquirements, paramount of
which are:

o] The drogue chute shall be ejected with sufficient velocity to be com-
patible with the overall reguirements of the recovery subsystem.

o) The seal between the sabot and the mortar tube shall be such that a
gas tight seal is maintained during functioning of the device, and un-
til the sabot clears the mortar tube.

u] The general design of the sabot itself shall be such that the drogue
chute is fully protected from damage due to hot propellant gases that
might otherwise envelop it, when the sabot clears the mortar tube.

o] The cartrlidge housing shall be designed to accept two electrically
initiated pressure cartridges.

(b) Selected Desipn

The selected design of the drogue mortar is shown in Figure 64. The device
is initiatea by redundant cartridges located in a cartridge housing, which
vent into an initial fixed air space below the sabot. This volume is main-
tained by the inecorporation of a cylindrical spacer at the lower end of the
sabot. The sabot must be a Light Lolerance fit to the bore of the mortar
to preclude any chance of the sabot cocking in the bore and jamming. The
actual gas seal between the sabot and the bore is obtained by the use of an
O-ring at the tase end of the sabot.

2.3.5.3 Drogue Chute Reposition and Drogue and Main Chute Release Devices

As discussed in Volume 1, it is necessary to provide a device to release

the drogue shrouds from their attachment point on the aft bulkhead of the
pressure cabin, and allow the capsule to reposition such that it is suspended
from three points forward of the cabin Just over the main chute stowage conm-
partment. In addition, three drogue release devices must be provided which
upon operation will allow the drogue to deploy, via the apex line, the main
parachute. Following impact, the main chute shall be disconnected to prevent
surface winds from dragging or rolling the escape module. Since all of the
described operations represent disconnect-type functions, the same design
principles and criteria will be used for each device.

130



Q0" Ring Seal

Cartridge

Mortar Tube
Sabot
g—f Q" Ring Seal

v i A S S S A A A AN AN A R R

(
ANRRRNNNY \L\l | _b\ SONNANY

—— ' _—

FIGURE 64 DROGUE CHUTE MORTAR

131



There are, of course, & number of ways to perform the repositioning and
release operations. One of the more common methods consists of running the
shroud line through a guillotine which would sever a loop in the line upon
recelipt of the proper stimulus. Such an approach, however, requires not
only the guillotine but alsc some type of mechanical fastener through which
the load is carried. In addition, the cutter would necessarily be void of
sharp edges to prevent any demsge to the shroud line that might result from
ogcillation of the capsule.

Explosive bolts, separation nuts, and MDC bolt popping also represent tech-
nigques by which release and/or full discomnect could be achieved. Unfortu-
nately, most of these devices, by virtue of their mode of operation, either
release shrapnel or flying parts. In addition, hot gases, often accompanied
by explosive blast waves, would probably be released as a function of opera-
ting the device. All of these aspects are consldered detrimental from the
standpoint that either one or all could damage the shroud lines.

Considersble use has alsc been made of retractor and thruster-type devices

to obtain elther chute reposition or release. The advantage of such designs
is primarily that the device itself not only performs the release function,
but also acts as a load-carrying member., Also, the products of combustion
are completely conteined within the unit. The decision to use either a
thruster or retractor-type unit is extremely difficult to make without detail
knowledge of the structural configuration of the area in which the units are
to be mounted. Consilderation of the imposed loads are also of importance in
gelecting either a retractor or thruster.

(a) Design Criteria - Drogue Chute Reposition and Drogue and Main Chute
Releasge Devices

The outline as presented helow for operational design criteria is considered
epplicable to either & retractor or thrusiter-type discomnect. The items
listed are intended to puini out only wajor requlrements that must be ful-
filled when subjected to any combination of environments called out in the
Appendix of this report. Release, as used herein, covers both reposition
and disconnect-type functions.

o The release device shall have sufflcient strength to withstand all loads
cor combination of loads resulting from propellant gas pressure, environ-
mental variations, and applied parachute loads.

o The release device shall be capable of carrylng the necessary ultimate
load, vhether applied in tenslon or shear at the maximum angle required
as referenced to the centerline of the device.

o] The release device shall be capable of performing its necessary func-

tion of repositioning or disconnect under any combination of loads men-
tioned mbove, including minimum load condition.
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o The design of the release device shall be such that operation of the
unit will not affect or otherwise demage or hinder the parachute nor
its performance.

o] There shall be no shrapnel or flying parts associated with the opera-
tion of the release device., In addition, all gases, whether products
of combusticon, explosion, or otherwise shall be completely contalned
within the device.

o The release device shall be operated by a one-~piece hermetically sealed,
repovable and replaceable cartridge. Design of the cartridge breech
shall be such as to allow for initiation of the certridge by either of
two standerd SMDC boosters.

o The release device and its component cartridge shall be adequately
sealed against all natural and induced environments. Life expectancy
of the seals should be equivalent to or in excess of the power car-
tridge portion of the unit.

(b) Parachute Release Design

Shown in Figure 65 is a typlcal thruster-type release device that can be used
for chute repositioning or complete disconnect. The particular design shown
15 representative, with the exception of the SMDC initimtion technique, of
that used on several existing vehicles. Upon initietion of either one or
both of the SMDC htoosters, the firing pin will be physically deflected, thus
bringing about initiation of a percussion primer. The primer will, in turn,
bring ebout ignition of the cartridge. Porce derived from the propellant gas
is then used to displace the plunger which brings about movement of the piston.
Followlng completion of both the plunger and piston stroke, the arm will
rotate about the hinge pln, thereby releasing the chute. The lead slug will
not only decelerate the piston, but also lock it in place, thus preventing
rebound. All residual air behind the piston will be dispelled through the
hole provided in the arm. This design principle was successfully used on
Project Mercury.

The drogue chute repositioning device shall be essentlally of the same design
a8 discussed above; the only difference being that the unit is electrically
initiated. This could be achieved by merely replacing the SMDC with dual
redundant detonators of the type discussed in Section 2.4.1. Should one wish,
the SMDC receptacle, firing pin, and cartridge could all be replaced by two
electrically initiated cartridges. Although such a design would have a minor
weight advantage, the choice of redundant detonators located in the SMDC ports
is felt to be more consistent from an economical and logistic standpoint.

2.3.5.4 Riser Control - Drogue Chute Repositioning

One unique problem associated with repositioning the drogue chute is that of
protecting the drogue chute riser prior to repositioning, while permitting
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its free movement when repositioning. The drogue chute is deployed from the
aft bulkhead of the escape capsule, and is initielly suspended from that
point. When repositioned, the chute must suspend the capsule from a polnt
essentially over the center of gravity, forward of the windshield. Thus the
riser must pass over the top of the cabin and over the windshield. Since
the line must be thermally protected prior to deployment, it must be buried
under the skin and insulated. The skin and insulation over the riser must
be removed, or at least not impede the free deployment of the line, when re-
positioning occurs.

The selected method of accomplishing this is shown in Figure 66. A channel

is provided along the top of the capsule, over the axis of the capsule. The
line is housed in this channel, and the channel is packed with insulation.

A thin "zip strip," made from the appropriate heat resistant or shingle mater-
ial, is retained over the channel by lips on the heat shield on either side
of, and fastening to, the channel framing members. The zip strip can be of
sufficiently thin material that the force exerted on the drogue chute by
aerodynamic drag is sufficient to rip out the zip strip without damaging the
riser line.

2.3.5.5 Main Parachute Catapult

As was previously explained, in abort modes G/H there is not sufficient time
for the full drogue chute sequencing for recovery system deployment. There-
fore, the main parachute must be deployed directly upon initiation of the
recovery system, with only sufficient delay for Jjettison of the windshield
cover.

There are several methods by which this could be accomplished, includlng the
use of a gun to eject a slug (as in a drogue gun), a mortar, such as is used
for the drogue chute in this system, or a thruster or catapult-type device.

The use of a slug-firing gun is not satisfactory for a large parachute because
of the heavy slug which would be required (weight penalty), and because of

the severe lcads which would be imposed at the instant the apex line comes
taut, due to the inertis of the chute.

A mortar, which is highly efficient for a smaller chute, becomes impractical
for this application because of the larger cannister required (which is a
pressure vessel in a mortar, and thus becomes quite heavy). Also, the chute
pack must be purely cylindrical, and this severely limits the flexibility in
pack geometry which can otherwise be used in optimizing the layout of the
components 1in the escape capsule.

A thruster, or catapulting-type device, appears to be the mosi desirable means
of deployment for this application because it affords the flexibhility in chute
pack geometry which is desirable, and appears to give the lightest overall
system. A true catapult, in which the moving member continues its motion and
comes free from the fixed section, is not desirable, however, because there

is too much danger that the hardware will damage or foul the parachute, The
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desired PAD will be a thruster to which the parachute basket is attached,
and will incorporate a snubbing capabillty such that the moving section
{piston) and the chute basket are decelerated and retained at the end of
stroke.

Tegts have established that a parachute of the size and weight required can
be deployed satisfactorily at all speeds within the abort mode envelopes
vhen ejected at 30-35 feet per second, and that a thruster stroke of approxi-
mately 8 inches will easily produce these velocities.

These data were used to establish the following design criteria.

(a) Design Criteria - Main Parachute Catapult

In addition to the environmental criteria discussed in the Appendix, the fol-
lowing performance criterisa shall apply to the main parachute catapult:

0 The cartridge shall incorporate two electrical squibs, each of which
is the dusl-bridge, l-watt, l-amp type specified in Section 2.3.3.1 (f).

o The cartridge must incorporate a nominal pyrotechnic delay of 0.3
second, to allew time for release and removal of the windshield cover.

0 For reliabllity, two complete pyrotechnic trains, from electrical ig-
niter through delay column output charge, should be used.

o The unit should be soc designed that 1t can be installed from the out-
side of the capsule, and that access to the interlor of the capsule is
not required for installatlion or removal of the catapult.

o) The catapult shall incorporate a stroke-snubbing system so that the
moving element plus the parachute basket is decelerated and retained
at the end of its stroke, without damage to its mounting and without
any breskage of its components.

o If the propellant gases are vented at the end of the catapult stroke,
the venting shall be controlled and the exhaust gases deflected so that
no damage from heat or overpressure is Imposed on surrounding structure
and components.

(b) Selected Design

The design selected for the main parachute catapult is shown in Figure 67.
The overall geometry 1s such that the cartridge can be installed into the
catapult prior to its being bolted to the airframe, thus meeting the instal-
lation requirements. Twe independent delay ignition trains are incorporated
into a single cartridge head. Each train comprises a dual-bridge, l-watt,
l-amp squib, a delay element, and an ignition relay charge. Both trains
lead to a commeon ignition-prepressurization charge and the main propellant
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charge. The ignlition heed is permanently assembled into the cartridge to
eliminate tampering or accidental disruption of the cartridge seal.

The thruster is gas damped. During the early portion of the stroke, pro-
pellant gases flow through the ports in the "piston" wall and into the space
between the pilston and the cylinder wall. Toward the end of the stroke,
these gases are compressed to a pressure higher than that of the chamber,
and thus they start to reverse their direction of flow, moving back through
the ports into the chamber. About one inch from the end of the stroke, the
large ports cross the O-ring seal at the upstream end of the thruster, leav-
ing only the small ports just above the piston head for this back-flow.

The high pressure resulting serves to snub the motion of the unit. Mean-
while, the large ports, having crossed the seal, permit a controlled venting
of the chamber, thus reducing the snubbing forces required.

A thruster/catapult, quite similar in design to that described above, was
developed for the F-11l escape capsule, and appears to work quite well, even
when fired with an oversize cartridge. The parachute/basket assembly is of
essentially the same weight, and an 8-inch stroke delivers the required vel-
oclty of 30 feet per second.

2.3.5.6 Apex Line Cutter

Normally the main parachute of the recovery system is deployed by releasing
the drogue chute, whereby the apex line, which runs from the drogue chute
risers to the apex of the main chute, extracts the mein chute from its com-
pertment and deploys it. However, in abort modes G/H for reasons and by
means discussed previocusly, the main chute 1s deployed directly without the
utilization of the drogue chute, Under these circumstances, 1t is necessary
to sever the apex line, to avoid interference with the deployment of the
main chute.

Conversely, when the drogue chute is used for main chute deployment, the
apex line must remein intact and be free from mechanical interference so
that deployment of the main chute 1s unhindered.

In order to meet the above conflicting requirements, a modified design of
cutter is necessary. This modification requires that one side of the cutter
body be hinged, sc that the apex line can pull clear of the cutter when the
drogue chute is used to deploy the main chute, and the cutter is not fired.
While, as was previously discussed, such lines can be cut by use of a linear
shaped charge as well as by a guillotine, the guillotine is considered to be
Tar more desirable for this application.

(a) Design Criteria - Apex Line Cutter

The following operational requirements are considered to be optimum design
criteria for the apex line guillotine:
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o] Provisions shall be made 1n the design of the guillotine body for
initiation by either of two electrically initiated cartridges, each
of which is the dual bridgewire circuit and l-amp/l-watt no-fire type
as specified in Section 2.2.3.1 (f).

0 The design of the apex line guillotine assembly shall be such that when
initiated by the proper electrical signal the apex line will be com-
pletely severed, and must be free to slide out of the guillotine after
firing.

ol The design of the release latch shall require sufficient opening force
that no combination of dynamic loads (acceleration and vibration) will
be sufficient to force the apex line out of its retained position prior
to the proper time for extraction or cutter initiation.

o] The design of the release latch shall further permit the extraction of
the apex line under controlled pull, sald pull force being consistent
with the operating requirements of the parachute system.

o The design of the apex gnillotine shall be such that no protrusions or
sharp edges can prevent the extraction of or cause damage to the apex
line when it is extracted by the drogue chute.

o] The design of the cartridges for the apex line gulllotine shall be such
that they may be removed from the guillotine assembly without the aid
of special tools.

o} The design of the apex line guillotine assembly skall be such as to pro-
vide satisfactory severance when the propellant charge is reduced to
80 per cent of the specified load, and to operate without component
failure when the load is increased to 120 per cent of the nominal charge
weight.

(b) Selected Design

Figure 68 shows the selected design, which is identical to that presently in
use on Project Gemini. When the cartridges are filred, the expanding gases
pass through the drilled passages into an area hehind the head of the guillo-
tine blade. As scon as sufficient pressure is reached, the blade severs the
shear pin retaining it and is driven forward, cutting through the apex line.
This disconnects the drogue chute from the main chute, and permits deploy-
ment of the main chute directly.

Under those abort modes utilizing the drogue chute for deployment of the main
chute, the release latch, which is spring loaded, is forced copen to disengage
the apex line from the guillotine when the apex line is pulled against the
latch by tension from the drogue chute.
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2.3.5.7 Reefing Line Cutter

A reefing line cutter can best be described as a small cable cutter. One
major difference between the reefing line cutters and the larger cable cut-
ters, however, is the use of a cylindrical cutting blade rather than the
chisel point. This has been dilscussed in some detail In Section 2.3.1.2
covering the subject of cable cutters.

Though reefing line cutters can be designed for electrical initiation, they
are most frequently built to be mechanically actuated. In the latter case
the cutter is normally sewn into a pocket on the main chute. A lanyard is
attached at one end to the sear of the mechanical firing mechanism and at

the other end to some hard point in the aft bulkhead of the vehicle, so

that as the main chute 1s expelled the mechanical firing device functions.
Obvicusly with this type of arrangement a pyrotechnic delay must be incor-
porated between the percussion primer of the device and the propellant charge
that operates the cutting blade; otherwise the main chute would be dereefed
before belng fully deployed.

{(a) Design Criteria - Reefing Line Cutter

The following operational requirements are considered to be the optimum cri-
teria for the reefing line cutter.

0 The design of the mechanical firing device shall be such that the pull
force in conjunction with the stroke of the firing pin shall deliver
the mean firing energy plus 5S¢ (standard deviation) of the primer used.

o The design of the mechanical firing device shall not employ the use of
precocked springs.

o} The direction of the pull force for operating the mechanical firing
device shall be O to 3C degrees from the cutter axis.

o} The individual components of the reefing line cutter shall be designed
such that they are capable of withstanding, if necessary as a function
of its packing, the initial opening shock load of the chute.

o] The pyrotechnic time delay and its tolerance shall be selected to meet
the performance requirements of the recovery subsystem.

o] The reefing line cutter shall be designed such that it cleanly severs
lines of the required tensile strength compatible with the design par-
ameters of the main chute.

o} The cutter blade shall be designed to include an O-ring seal in order
to retain all propellant combustion products.
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(b) Selected Design

The selected design for a mechanically actuated reefing line cutter is
shown in Figure 69, It consists of four basic component parts which are
the mechanical firing mechanism, the delay cartridge, the body, and the
mounting brecket.

The firing mechanism 1s of a fundamental deslign commonly used in the ord-
nance field. After removal of the safety pin, the spring can be compressed
by pulling on & lenyard atteched to the withdrawal pin of the mechanism.

By arrangement the balls cannot release the firing pin until the latter
shoulders out; coincidentally, this in turn will have compressed the spring
to near maximum. After release, the firing pin 1s driven forward by the
energy from the compressed spring until it strikes and fires the primer.

To simplify the problem of providing molsture protection to the propellant
charge and the pyrotechnic delay column, the cutter blade has been crimped
to the output end of the delsy cartridge. This also eliminates the need
Tor a shear pin for the cutter blade.

Ko discussion will be made on the design of the delay column since this

has been well covered in a preceding section. The design of the cutter
blade has likewlse been discussed before, and will not be further reviewed.
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2.3.6 Impact Attenuation and Flotation Subsystems

2.3.6.1 General

The impact and flotation subsystems, although fulfilling entirely different
functlons, are conceptually the same from both & system and component PAD stand-
point. As such, the particular schematic depicted in Figure 70 1s applicable

to either of the two subsystems.

Upon receipt of the proper electrical signal, two separate and redundant initi-
ators will detcnate parallel SMDC lines. As & result of this primary stimulus,
the compartment cover for each bag will be removed simultanecusly with the oper-
ation of parallel explosive valves. All bags will be inflated by pressurized
nitrogen, the selection of which 1s discussed in detail in Part I. Single gas
bottles will be used to inflate both bags for either the flotation or im-

pact subsystem. With regard to the flotation bags, selection of the single gas
source was primarily made on the basis of the close proximity of the bags. The
pressurized cockpit will of course serve as flotation for the aft portion of
the crew escape module.

Since the impact bags are located both forward and aft, it became necessary to
consider two separate gas bottles as cpposed to one centralized source. Very
little difference was found, however, between the two approaches with regard to
total system weight. It was, therefore, decided to use only cone centrally lo-
cated gas source for the impact as well as the flotation subsystem. In arriving
at this declsion, consideration was given to the fact that overall system re-
liability would be enhanced by removal of the valves assoclated with indivigdual
gas bottles for each bag.

With one centralized gas source, the plumbing arrangement shall consist of one
line leading from the bottle to parallel explosive valves. From the valves, the
lines shall again tee into one, and thereafter again separate into two lines,
one for each bag. Although parallel explosive valves were selected, for reasons
of reliability, any computations that are made should account for the added num-
ber of joints which represent possible leak paths.

The basic initiators to be used for both the impact and flotation subsystems
have the same operating characteristics as described in Section 2.4.1 of this
report. The flotation and impact bag covers will be removed through the use of
flexible linear shaped charge. The choice of FL3C along with a proposed cover
design has already been discussed in Secticn 2.3.3.3. The only difference that
exists between the design shown in Figure 52 and the bag covers is the addition
of an elastomeric tube-type shield that is deployed with the bags for protection
against any sharp edges that might result from detonating the FISC.

2.3.6.2 Valves

By definition, a valve is a device for stopping, starting, or controlling the
flow of a fluid or gas in a given system. When the valve 1s of the type gener-
ally categorized as propellant actuated, there are two means of providing the
activating stimulus - by propellant gas pressure or by explosive impulse. The
cholce of which stimulus to use depends to a great degree upon the design and
size of the selected valve.
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Essentially there are three basic design approaches avallable for operating the
normally closed and the normally open valves plus a further approach applicable
to valves in either condition. With the normally closed valve, one commonly
used design requires the shearing out of a solid metal diaphragm, which actually
forms an integral part of the valve body, in order to open the device (Figure
71). This particular design approach permits the valve to hold quite high pres-
sures, in the order of at least 5000 psi, for long pericds of time without any
problems of leakage. A disadvantage to this design is the impossibility of re-
liably eliminating all fragmentation. Should contamination of the stream be a
factor, then alternate approach must be used.

Another approach to the normally closed valve is to perforate the metal diaphragm
by meens of & very small shaped charge. This technique has the same disadvantage
as the first approach in that it also produces some small fragmentation or con-
tamination. It is also limited to the size of the hole produced by the charge,
since cne capable of providing a hole equal to the diaphragm sheared in Figure

71 would require substantial strengthening of the bedy housing.

A design approach for closing the normally open valve requires the firing of a
tapered ram plug into the valve seat located in the outlet port. The propellant
or explosive force must be sufficient to imbed the ram plug firmly in the valve
seat so that essentially zero leakage is obtained at pressures up to as high as
10,000 psi.

A third design approach yields & valve capable of operating as a normally open,

a normally closed, or a switching valve. It is shown in Figure 72. Its use as

a normally open or normally closed valve is obviocus from the illustration. As

& switching valve, it can be used to divert flow from a single source to either
of two outlet flow paths, or conversely, it can be used to switch from one source
to another, feeding the same outlet. Its major disadvantage, aside from slightly
greater weight, is the use of "0" rings as seals. This leads to a greater sus-
ceptibllity to leakage than the integral bulkhead seal described above.

Since the design requirements of the subsystem require only normally closed
valves, the design approach best felt to fulfill all requirements is that shown
in Figure 7T1.

(a) Design Criteria - Explosive Valves

In addition to the environmental reguirements outlined in the Appendix, the
valve must meet certain operational requirements which include:

o] If the valve is powered by a propellant cartridge rather than by SMDC
tips, the cartridge for actuating the valve shall be designed for ig-
nition by means of a primer.

o The design of the housing shall be such as to provide two threaded
ports to accept two SMDC tips.

o The design of the initiation system shall be such that the output
from either or both SMDC tips will provide sufficient energy to fire
the cartridge, if a cartridge is used. If the SMDC tip output powers
the valve, the output from either or both SMDC tips shall be capable
of operating the valve.
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(®)

o] The valve shall be designed in such a manner that the mass flow rate
is compatible with the overall system requirements in regard to bag
inflation, etc.

0 The design of the valve shall be such that it has a zero leakage
capability.

o) Any resulting fragmentation from the operation of the valve shall not
gffect the performance of the impact and flotation system.

Selected Design

The selected design for the valves i3 shown in Figure T1l. It consists
primarily of a valve block threaded to fit a swivel mounted T-junction
block. The T-junction block contains two standard SMDC threaded parts.
Initiation down either or both SMDC lines initiates the tip of the explo-
sive cartridge. This, in turn, initiates the output charge located behind
the piston head, which is driven forward, shearing cut the metal diaphragm.
Ioss of this diaphragm seal permits an uninterrupted flow of gas through
the valve block.
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2.3.7 Landing Gear Subsystem

2.3.7.1 General

As pointed out in Part I, it is necessary to elther jettison or retract

the nose landing gear during a mode G or H abort to offset an unfavorable
aercdynamic situation. An analysis of the two approaches indicated that

complete Jettisoning of the gear would result in an appreciable shift in

the center of gravity of the vehlcle. Considering the effect of the change

in center of gravity, it was determined that complete gear Jettlison would

create disturbing moments from rocket thrust misalignment, leading to potentially
dangerous instabllity. As a result, the declsion was made to completely retract
the nose gear.

Retraction of the gear can be accomplished either pneumatically, hydraulically,
or with propellant gas. It was determined that normal extension and retraction
of the gear would be performed hydraulleally. Although retraction is not a
flight requirement (due to the vertical launch mode), the ability to perform the
operation was incorporated to aid ground checkout. Since hydraulic retraction
was, therefore, available, attention was given to using the system for emergency
retraction. However, it was determined by comparison with similar systems that
minimum gear retraction time would be of the order of three to five seconds,

and thus not compatible with the overall abort system sequencing. A second
approach would be to supply an emergency backup pneumatle system to retract the
gear. It became immediately discernable that such a system would not only be
questiocnable with regard to operating time, but undoubtediy would weigh more
than a propellant gas system.

Retraction of the nose landing gear, regardless of whether it is a normal or
emergency operation, will be accomplished through the action of some type of
actuator. With this in mind, several design concepts were evolved, ranging from
separate actuators for both the normal and emergency mods to a small assisting
actuator for emergency conditions only. Lt finally was resolved that in order

to obtain the least pessible weight, the actuator normally used to lower and
retract the gear would be fitted with an emergency retraction PAD. Considering
the problem even further, it was concluded that an abort condition could possibly
be brought about by a hydraulic failure resulting in an inability to lower the
gear. Although not necessarily part of the escape system, it was considered worth-
while to incorporate a second PAD within the actuator to lower the gear should

a failure exist within the normal hydraulic system.

Shown in Figure 73 is a schematlc diagram of the nose landing gear subsystem.

As with most other subsystems discussed herein, SMDC has been used as the primary
stimulus to achieve a high degree of simultaneity and reduce the nuiber of required
initiators. 3Should an emergency retraction be required, the two "up" initiators
would be fired simultaneocusly with the separation subsystem. This would bring about
initiation of a time delay cartridge In the dooy actustor and sn instar=anecus
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cartridge in the landing gear actuator. The time delay is intended to
allow for retraction of the landing gear prior to operation of the decor
actuator. The two "down'" initiators will be initimted only if some
failure exists in the normal extension portion of the landing gear system.
Firing of the "down" initistors will being sbout instantaneous operation
of the door actuator and the up lock actuator. The SMDC stimulus also
will initiate a time delay cartridge to operate the landing gear actuator.
The length of the time delay is dependent upon the time necessary to oper-
ate the door and uplock actuators.

Design Criteria - Landing Gear Actustors

Since the design of both the door and landing gear actustors are essen-
tially the same, the criteris outlined below is considered applicsble to
elther unit. Where necessary, differentiation has been made between the
two units. A1l of the listed requirements are intended to be fulfilled
under any ccmbination of the enviromments discussed in the Appendix.

o The design of the actuator shall be such that in addition to its
normal modes of operstion it must be capable of performing elther
an emergency extension or retraction operetion as the direct result
of propellant gas pressure.

o The actuator must be capable of either extending or retracting when
subjected to any combination of the loads associated with a "G" or
"H" mode of abort.

o Operating time of the actuator, whether for retraction or extension,
shall be maintained at a minimum, and be compatible with the system
functions which either precede or follow actustor operation.

0 The design of the actuator shall be such as to accept the direct
installation of individuel cartridge initilators for emergency ex-
tension and retraction operation.

o} The design of the actuator shall be such that if an emergency ex-
tension is made, the unit is still capable of retracting through
gperation of the retraction cartrildge.

o] The cartridge initistor used for emergency extension shall in no
way conteminate, through its operation, the fluid system associated
with the actuator.

o] The design of the actuator shall be such that complete retraction
can be achieved through use only of the propellent gas derived
from the retract inltiator. Contamination of the actuator is
allowvable for s retraction cperation.

o] All cartridges shall be designed as hermetically sealed one-plece

items that can be installed and readily removed without the use of
special tools.
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o All time delays shall be contained within the hermetically sealed
cartridges. Time delay tolerances must be compatible with the
overall operating requirements of the actuators.

o All cartridges shall contein percussion primers. Imitiation of
the cartridges shall be achieved as the result of the detonation
of a standard SMDC booster.

Deslign Description

Shown in Figure 7% is the preliminary design for an actuator that will
fulfill the basic requirement listed above. As mentioned previously,
normal gear retraction is not a flight requirement but has been included
to supplement ground checkout and handling., Normal operation would be
achieved through the designated extend and retract ports in combination
with a selector valve.

In order to better explain the operation of the subject actuator, let it
first be sssumed that the main piston is in the retracted position and a
particular failure has occurred vhich demands that the emergency system
be utilized to extend the landing gear. As such, the down initiators
would be flred, which, through the action of the SMDC, would bring about
simultaneous initiation of the up lock actuator, door actuator, and time
delay cartridge in the gear actuator. Section B-B of Figure 7& represents
the method by which the time delay cartridge 1ls utilized in the landing
gear actuator. It should be noted that the entire cartridge extensicn
initiator is readily installed in the main actuator.

Upon firing of the cartridge, following burn-through of the pyrotechnic
delay train, propellant gas will begin to exert a load on the floating
piston of the emergency extension initiator. The propellant gas load

as transmitted by the floating piston will force the hydraulic fluid
contained within the extension initiator into the sllde valve assembly.
The fluid, once in the valve assembly, will displace piston "B" to the
point that orifice No., & is open and orifices Nos. L and 5 are connected.
Once piston "B" has been properly displaced, the hydraulic fluid will
pass through orifice No. € and begin to stroke forward the main piston.
The displacement of the main piston will then force the hydraulic fluid
located on the rod end side of the piston back through the transfer
channel., After travelling the length of the transfer channel, the fluid
will pass through orifice No. 4, back through orifice No. 5 on into the
actuator bore and react against the head of the piston. It should be
noted that the extension operation just described is a completely closed-
loop cycle. As can be seen, the fluid contained within the extension
initiator accounts for the volumetric loss of piston rod as it travels
out of the cylinder. Consequently, the emergency extension operation
can be performed without the assistance of any fluid or hydraulic equip-
ment upstream from the actuator. Also of interest is the fact that the
floating piston/fluid reservoir concept prevents the system from becoming
contaminated by the propellant. As a result, it becomes only necessary



P

\ﬂ

Floating Piston

I
!

NN

\\\\Y§

SMDC Swivel Head

"0” R‘ng Seq[

Delay Cartridge

Hydraulic Fluid

EMERGENCY EXTENSION

Rupture Disc

AN

Firing Pin

Propellant Trap

Transfer Channel /

4

3

Slide Valve Assy.

Overboard Port

Extend Port

To Selector Valve

Retract Port

A

SANSNSNAINNINANN

|

L,

Retract =3

+/ Piston A - ___{_ _._-:—
FL -___L__// A2 77 72224 3 LLLL S TAL S
| Piston B = G)—

F.m“ 7Y, L AT dS TV T AT

.

——l-/

e
N\

1
e

EMERGENCY RETRACTION

FIGURE 74 NOSE LANDING GEAR ACTUATOR

Extend -etif—

%///;/%// 7/,

SO SN AN N AN NN NNSSNNANNNINANNNNN

FTTTTTITTTN

N




Coatrails

Approved for Public Release



to replace the extension initiator once an emergency operation has been
performed and the vehicle has safely landed.

Let it now be assumed that the condition which originally led to emergency
extension creates an absolute abort situation. As such, the "up" initiator
would be fired simultaneously with the separation subsystem. The SMDC
stimulus would initiate the firing pin and fire a cartridge contained
within the retraction initistor.

Once the cartridge has been fired, the propellant gas will shear the rup-
ture disc and pass into the slide valve assembly. Since a complete abort
is in process, there obviocusly is no concern with regard to contaminating
the actuator. After entering the slide valve assembly, the propellant

gas will pass through orifice No. 1 and displace piston "B" back to its
original position. In addition piston "A" will be displaced to the point
that orifice No. 2 1s open only to the extent that the main retraction
port is still closed relative to the flow of the propellant gas, After
orifice No. 2 i1s open, the propellant gas will pass around plston "B" and
enter the transfer channel through orifice No. 4. The gas will then

react against the rod end side of the piston and bring about gear re-
traction. The fluid on the back side of the piston will be forced through
orifice No. 6, around piston "B", out orifice No. 3, around piston "A", and
then be dumped through the overboard port. Plston "A," through its ori-
ginal displacement, will prevent any of the fluid from entering the main
extension port. If the gear has been lowered by normal hydraulic action,
the retraction operation, should an abort situation develop, would be
essentially the same as that just described. The only difference would

be that piston "B" is in its original position.

2.3.7.2 Uplock Actuator

The design principle of the uplock actuator as depicted in Figure 75 is
essentislly the same as the door and gear actuators. Since the designs
are conceptually the same, the design criteria previcusly outlined also
is sppliceble to the uplock actustor. Should the cartridge in the up-
lock actuator be Initiated, the gas pressure would react against the
floating piston which in turn would force the hydraulic fluld through
orifice No. L. The fluid would then displace the slide wvalve assembly
to the point that orifice No. 2 is open. After passing through orifice
No. 2, the fluid would react against the rod end portion of the piston
and thereby unlock the landing gear.

2.3.8 Miscellaneous

2.3.8.1 Devices Other than PAD

The following items, which are essential to the system but are not PAD,
were not designed, nor were performance criteria developed in detail.
Nevertheless, the comment below should be considered when the require-
ments are developed.
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(a)

(v)

(e)

(a)

Intervelometer

Either tandem intervalometers or a single intervalometer having dual
clock motor drive and dusl contacts at each required time interval,
should he used, In either case, an intervalometer is considered more
accurste and more reliable than & series of pyrotechnic delay switches.

Prgssure Actusted Switch

As in the case of all other switches, redundancy is desirable in the
switch which operates from the maein chute eatspult breech pressure.
However, here extra caution must be taken to assure "fail-safe” oper-
ation. That is, in the case of those contacts which normally are
closed, and open on actuation, the dual switches must be wired in
series; conversely, those which close on functioning must be wired

in parallel. Beyond thls, the switeh requirements, such as operating
and proof pressures, should be determined during the catapult develop-
nent..

Inertis Switch

The inertis switch 1s used to inltiate the flotation bags and the
parachute release upon capsule landing impact. The required thres-
hold acceleration, closing acceleration, and pulse time cammot be
accurately determined at this time since they are closely related to
the impect sttenuation system characteristies. Nevertheless, the
threshold level should be higher than any "g" level experienced during
recovery, such as on parachute deployment, disreefing, ete. The clos-
ing aceceleration should be low enocugh that it 1s always experienced
on impact. The minimum actuating time can be determined roughly by
calculating the time for a mass to decelerate from 30 feet/second to
zerc 8t the meximum tolerable "eyeballs down" deceleration rate.

This gives a value of about .06 second at 15 g's. The shape of the
deceleration pulse will influence this somewhat, so the above numbers
should be used only as a first approximation.

In addition to the sbove, it is importent that the "g-switch" be
nonlatehing. This is necessary so that, should the switch experi-
ence the above g levels prior to erming (es it will in an off-the-
pad sbort), it will be reset. This avoids the possibility of the
chute's being releesed as soon as the impact switch is armed. The
use of an arming switch late in the recovery sequence was dictated
by this requirement.

Barostats

The barostatlc switches do not appear to have any umusual performance
requiremente. Initially, thought was gliven to the use of pyrotechnic
locks which would retain these units in the "over-altitude” position
until the escape system was initiated. Thls 1s done to prevent fatlgue
due to repeated cyeling, which might be encountered in sireraft.
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However, it i1s not conceivable that the glide vehicle will see suf-

ficient reuse to enter the areas of fatigue failures, Thus, the use
of locks, while of questionable merit, would represent one more ele-
ment In the reliability network. This led to the decision to avoid

thelr use in the subject application.

2.3.8.2 Inertia Reel

The flight dynamics of the complete glider as well as the crew escape
module are such that it is considered apropos to incorporate an inertia
lock reel into the astronaut's harness restraint system. Also, since it
is not possible to completely predict the exact position of the astronaut
for a mode "G'" or "H" abort condition, the decision was made to extend the
requirements of the basic inertia reel tc also include a powered haulback
capabillity.

The performance requirements for the powered lnertla reel, as dictated
by combined flight and escape dynamics, are not expected to be vastly
different than those encountered in present day ejection seat systems.
Since the reel will be located in the cockpit area, most likely on the
back of the seat, the unit will not be subjected to any environmental
extremes that are not compatible with human tolerance. Conseguently, the
povwer cartridge porticn of the reel could be designed with present state-
of ~the-art materials.

Initiation of the cartridge and operation of the reel would undoubtedly be
cne of the first items accomplished in the escape sequence. It 1s expected
that the operating time of the reel would be a maximum of 0.2 second for a

95 percentile man when subjected to a maximum opposing strap load of twoe "g."
On a preliminary basis it would appear that the powered haul-back reel could
be operated at the same time the landing gear is being retracted.

2.3.8.3 Flap Extenders

As discussed in Section 2.1.3.3, page 28, aerodynamic analysis has indicated
the need for stabilizing flaps during Modes G/H abort. These flaps provide
a trim point at a 10-degree angle of attack, thus eliminating a violent
pitch-up which would otherwise cccur at the time of capsule separation.

However, the location and design of these flaps were not determined, since
they would be highly dependent upon the capsule construction. Therefore,
it was not possible to provide a detailed design of the propellant actuated
flap extenders needed to operate the flaps.

Basically, they would be similar to the windshield cover remcver, Figure 60,

page 119, in means of affording thermal protection, except that some form of

locking provision at end of stroke would be reguired. Any of the convention-
al locking means, including an over-center bell-crank linkage could be used.

If snubbing is required, the gas-damped snubbing design of the Main Parachute
Catapult, Figure 67, page 135, is probably appropriate.

The flap extenders should be actuated from the landing gear éubsystem, 50
that actuation is provided only in Modes G/H abort.
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3. DELINEATION OF AREAS MERITING FUTURE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
3.1 Ceneral

(ne of the major goals of this study was to determine those areas of FPAD
technology in which research and development effort would be most useful.
It was anticipated that those environments experienced by a glide re-entry
vehicle would be qulte severe, and thus would indicate a number of such
BTreas.

It 18, of course, true that due to the longer duration of re-entry, a
lifting body vehicle experiences more gevere heating conditions than a
ballistic, or essentially zero 1ift, vehicle would. However, the temp-
atures experienced at the mold line are so high that any thought of
placing propellants or explosives in direct contact with the skin is
beyond the most optimistic stretch of the imagination. The unanimous
opinion of the authors and those authorities consulted was that any
material sufficiently stable to withstand these temperatures would not
support a deflagratory or explosive decomposition.

Murthermore, the general opinlon was that a practical limit for temperatures
which any foreseeable family of explosives might be expected to withstand is
in the neighborhood of 1000°F, and propellants somewhat less. Therefore,
the use of PAD 1n an aserospace vehicle does not involve the question of
whether thermel protection is required, but rether, how much is necessary.
In the final analysis, many other items of equipment which must be used

are more susceptible to temperature than the modern pyrotechnics,
propellants, or explosives. For example, electronlic gear, parachutes,
pressurized gas tanks, and the man himself all must be provided a greater
degree of protection than the PAD. In fact, even the structural members
must be protected if an appreciable penalty in either weight or cost is

to be avolded. Thus, except for the rare occasions where PAD will not be
housed in the same enviromment as the aforementioned equipment, one is led
to the conclusion that many other fields of technology must be advanced
before PAD become the weak link, insofar as temperature is concerned.

The seme is true of radiastion. It is true that explosives and propellants
deteriorate after spufficlent exposure to various forms of nuclear radiation.
However, the shielding afforded by the ordinary housings, such as vehicle
skin, the PAD body, and a cartridge case, or similar sheathing for explosive
materials, afford protection such that they are at least as steble as other
materials, and many times less vulnerable than the man.

All other environments have been successfully met in other applications
without significantly stretching the state-of-the-art, so there appears
to be little promise of any appreciable payoff for research in these areas.

From the foregoing, and as the design study section of this report makes
quite evident, a capsule-type escape system for aerospace vehicles, whether
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of the ballistic or glide re-entry type, 1s fully within the capabllity
of current technology. Comparative studies will show that from the stand-
point of design limitations, the requirements for capsule escape systems
for high supersonic aircraft, rather than spacecraft, are pressing the
limits of the state-of-the-art. There are numerous reasons for this,
among which the following are cutstanding.

¢  The aircraft systems, because of the much longer duration of
sustained heating, will make the thermal protection {insulation)
of all PAD more difficult if not impossible.

o The gecmetry of the various structurally integral escape capsules
considered for high Mach number aircraft is such that it is far
more likely that some PAD willl be located at or near the skin.

o Thermal cycling, due to the more numerous flights per velilcle,
will be more severe, as will the sccumulated time at high
temperature.

o Production and maintenance requirements will impose severe
restrictions on the designer, because of the differences in
technlcal abllity of the personnel who will be used to service
the vehicle, and due to the differences in facilities available
for preflight and maintenance servicing. Thus the designs must
be easler to assemble and service and less subject to incorrect
assembly.

All of the above discussion is aimed at one general conclusion. For many
years to come, spacecraft requirements will be met by current technology,
end as these requirements become more severe, the technology will have
advanced by virtue of the needs for supersonic and hypersconic aircraft.
Any advantages gained for spacecraft applications, frum research and
development efforts, will be secondary improvements rather than major
hreakthroughs. Some of these may well be worth their cost; others
probably will not.

The major requirement for R & D in the coming years sappears to center
around the development of adequate data on existing materials and designs.
One of the major problems encountered by the PAD designer is the lack of
data on performance, the effects of enviromments on performance, funda-
mental explosive evaluation techniques, and techniques for relimbility
analyses on specific systems. In addition, a relatively large number of
PAD components exist of various size, shape, output, and stimulus
acceptance which would indicate a need of standardization where possible.
The following sections cover some of the more important areas where
additional R & D effort seems justified.
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3.2 Characterization of Propellants and Explosives

One of the biggest handicaps with which the PAD designer is faced 1s the

lack of adequate data characterizing the propellants and explosives he

must use. While this is particularly true of the newer materisls, it also
applies to many of the materials which have been used for years, particularly
wheres these are either proprietary items or where they were developed for
different applications.

3.2.1 Propellants

Many of the PAD in current use, and many others 8till being designed, use
the 0ld standard gun propellants first developed before or during Worid
War II. Considerable burning rate date are available on these propellants
in the pressure range epplicable to guns, but few have published data in
the range of pressures most frequently used in PAD. Similarly, the data
on new propellants are, in many cases, limited to a few scattered points
at various temperatures, indiceting thet these data are developed only as
they are needed for specific applications.

Many times the propellant used is of a commercial type, and there is no
standsrd procurement specification from which the msximum lot-to-lot
variation can be determined.

Ancther problem frequently encountered is the prediction of usefwl propel-
lant life at specific temperatures or under conditions of thermal cycling.
htil recently this has not created undue difficulty because most applica-
tions called for the same fixed operating range, namely ~-65°F to +160°F,
However, for applications on the newer high-gpeed aircraft and spacecraft
the temperatures to which various PAD are exposed are, in many cases, con-
giderably higher. Purthemmore, they will differ as a function of location
so that no single temperature test will be useful in determining whether
performence requirements are met.

Cookoff test data will not provide the required information, nor will the
"salmon pink" or "red fume" tests used for double-base propellants, as
described in Part I. A test determining deterioration, similar to the
Taliani test, may be useable if ballistic performance can be correlated
with the results. What appears to be really needed is a series of curves
reflecting the deterioration of ballistic performance vs time at various
temperatures, or vs the number of themmal cycles at some representative
combination of temperatures and times.

3.2.2 Explosives

The characterization of explosives required to simplify the desigmer's task,
as well as to increase the quality and reliability of his design, is quite
similar to that needed for propellants. Many new explosives are being
developed to withstand the more severe enviromments which will be
encountered in aercspace applications. ©Some of these are being used

in current PAD. However, in most ceses the characteristics of the
materisls have had to be evaluated as the design and development pro-

gressed.
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The techniques presently accepted as standard for the industry for testing
basic explosive parameters are inadequate for full utilization for PAD
design. Plate dent, trauzel block, sand bomb and ballistlc mortar tests
do not provide the necessary information for the PAD engineer, especially
in the area of miniaturization of components. PAD containing high
explosives must be smell with a minlmum charge to relisbly perform its
design function. An example is the tip-to-tip cross-initiation of SMDC..

Extensive work has been performed on & limited number of explosives and
sizes to understand the mechanism and ultimately to demonstrate relisbllity
of explosive propagation across air gaps. The study revealed the mechanism
to be one of metallic fragment impingement on the acceptor. Fregment
pattern analysis, along wit. fragment velocity measurements, resulted in
design criteria for thickness, type of materisl, shape of container, and
explosive density. A theoretical reduction of all parameters resulted in

& reliability approach and demonstration heretofore not found in the PAD
industry. This approach should warrant further R & D study.

Another area of explosive utilization requiring additional investigation

is the reduction in blast effects of such items as FL3SC or MDC. This would
include the areas of adjacent structure or components plus those components
that do not see overpressure but are affected by shock transmitted through
structure.

Similerly, the question of minimum propagation diameter, outgassing at
elevated temperatures, and the influence of sheathing materiels, are all
requiring extensive examination. The above are perfectly understandsble
for new materials, but much effort of this type might be eliminated in the
future 1f a pertinent serles of tegts could be deviged to serve as gulde-
posts in such areas. Some of these are straightforward; others, such as
crogs-inltiation, might involve the development of empirical or theoretical
relationships to relate the various parameters, but the cost of this basic
research would be Jjustified by the savings in time sud money when actual
hardware developments are necessary.
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3.3 Theoretical. Prediction of PAD Performance

A real need exists for simple digltal computer programs to predict the
ballistic performance of PAD under various types of loads. While previous
work has been performed in this area, the programs have either been limited
to specific types of PAD, too complex, or too limited in ylelded data to
Jjustify their use for meny design aspplications.

McDonnell has developed three Fortran programs to cover simple thrusters
and gas and hydraulically demped thrusters acting against any combination
of mess and resisting/assisting forces, whether fixed or variable, as a
function of strcke. These programs will accommodete two propellants of
differing burning characteristics. However, the programs have not yet
been standardized to accept the same input data format. Thelr usefulness
has been proved in several development programs, and the use of certain
simplifying assumptions has been effective in holding machine time to a
cost economically feasible even for small design projects.

However, additional work in this area would be desirable to standardize
the input data formet, and to cover a wider range of loading conditions,
such as velocity-sensitlive loads, velocity-position-sensitive loads, etc.

Further, a series of parametric studies could be devised to give design
guidelines useful to those not having access to computers. Such data
could be made part of a design handbook discussed in the "Conclusions",
Section 3.7 of this report.
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3.4 PAD Building Blocks

Design concepts presented in the design study section of the report have
utilized, and shown the definite value of, the use of standardized components
in the bullding of a system. Among the most obvicus benefits to be derived are
the following:

o} Minimization of development cost and time - When, for example, a new
PAD must be added to a system, the ignition or initiation components,
having already been designed, need not be developed again. In many
cases, where only the size of the propellent load differs from an
existing cartridge, the cartridge can be qualified by similarity and
the PAD need only be proved out functionally.

o} Reduction in production costs - Many components could be mass produced,
and then assembled in various combinaticns tc form a large number of
different devices. This, when compared wlth the cost of custom pro-
duction of & myriad of different PAD, could lead amot only to greatly
reduced production costs, but also to vastly slmplifiled logistics.

o Greater relisbility and verification thereof - In order to hold the
development and gualification costs of individual PAD to reasonable
levels, the amount of development and gualification testing usually
is held to a& bare minimum. By the use of standard pyrotechnic cam-
ponents, the amount of gqualification testing on each can be increased
because it would be & one-time cost. In addition, the data derived
from the more extensive use of the component would lead to far more
accurate relisbllity data and higher confidence levels.

In Section 2.2.3, the use of standard igniters, MDC initiators, Jjunction
blocks, SMDC/primer initiator adapters, and delay elements, was discussed, and
specific designs were presented. In Section 2.3.6.2, it was shown how the
SMDC fittings can be used either to directly drive explosive valves or initiate
a cartridge actuated valve. It is obvious that the same valve assemblies could
be powered by electrically initisted detonators or propellant cartrildges.

There 1s little need to discuss the above ltems further, but the following
discussion will show how a standardized pyrotechnic switch assembly, for either
an instantaneous or delayed switching action, can be obtained using the same
initiating and power components.

There are several well-established and highly reliable families of pyro-
technic switches in existence, but none of those avallable offer an option on
means of initiation, and none has a standard M3 electrical connector for the
switch terminal connectlons; nor do they have shielded-lead cable outputs.
Nevertheless, where they can be mounted and connected within "black boxes,"
they represent an optimum design. In the spplication required for the escape
system covered by this revort, they were ideal, and therefore were selected.

But in other applications an lsclated switch, remcte from other electrical
components or black boxes, may be needed to initiate some ordnance or other
equipment. In this application, the flexibillity of input and the standard
connector output may be very desirable.
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An analysls of the various types of existing pyrotechnlc switches, as well
as the known rellability data on them, led to the conclusion that two design
features are most desirable.

0 The driving piston should be positively locked in the "open" position
prior to firing, and should lock in the '"closed" position after firing.

o The contacts should, once closed, maintain a closed position of such
gecurlty that no shock or wvibration experienced could induce contact
chatter.

Figure T6 shows the design of a switch module which meets all the require-
ments mentioned above. The contact block has standard M3 connector gecmetry,
identical %o those used in other areas of the electrical initiation system. The
switch module can be combined with various combinations of instantaneous and delay
initiators (Figures 33 end 76) to meet every possible initiation requirement. The
actuating piston is locked "open" by a metal sabot which must be physically deformed
before the switch will close; after actuation, this sabot acts as a locking sleeve
which, by spring action, bites into the cylinder walls to retain the piston in its
stroked position. The goldplated shorting element on the end of the piston will
engage and lock into the mating connector pins in an identical fashicn., Having
a double locking provision, and only one moving part, there can be noc possible
contact chatter.

The possibility of standardizing other components undoubtedly exists. Those
shown and discussed herein were selected primarily because they are in common
demand, and because thelr need arcse during this study or their desirability
became apparent. Experience gained from some of these ltems undoubtedly would
lead to the reguirement for others.
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FIGURE 76 *‘BUILDING BLOCK'® ELEMENTS FOR PYROTECHNIC SWITCHES
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3.9 Pyrotechnic Delay Train Improvements

Although pyrotechnic time delays can be fabricated to fulfill a wlde range
of applications, there are a number of problems associated with the producibility
and the reproduciblility from lot to lot. At present there is considerable secrecy
surrounding each manufacturer's technigque. The problem areas relative to
manufacturing pyrotechnic time delays are described below.

In pyrotechnic delay elements the terminal charge at the end of the delay
column appears to be a major factor towards the lack of reproducibility of
burning time. It can be demonstrated that when a terminal charge 1s present
at the end of a delay column, the burning time is significantly sherter than when
the terminal charge is not present. More significant, however, is the increased
dispersion of the burning times when the terminal charge is present. This
"antlcipatory effect" appears to be due to the permeation of hot gases ahead of
the reaction front, said gases igniting the terminal charge. By the use of back
venting and obturaticn at the ocutput end of the delay, this anticipatory effect
can be reduced greatly. Similarly, by placing a thin seal between the end of the
delay column and the terminel charge, a slight reduction also can be effected. It
is quite apparent, therefore, that this area of pyrotechnic delay mechanics merits
much further study to resolve this problem.

Another area requiring systematic research is the determination of the best
consolidation pressure for each delay compositicon and its varients. This pressure
can probably be expert~1 to vary to some extent between the burning extremes for
each type of mix.

A further area open to study is the optimum size of each lcading increment.
A large number of small increments will provide a very uniform consolidation
throughout the column length but 1t introduces a large number of increment
interfaces which can cause a burning rate change across each interface. Where
very few are involved, this may be of little effect on the overall accuracy of
the delay, but increasing the interfaces would increase such changes until they
became a significant factor. On the other hand, the converse is a problem. If
the increment is made too large, then the burning rates vary with changes in the
loading density. Much constructive work can be accomplished in a study of this
problem area.

0f less obvious effect is the problem of the diameter of the delay column.
Research programs could effectively establlsh the optimum diameter of the delay
column for each type ¢of delay compositicn and its variaticns. Delay column length
has been recognized as another problem by same designers but many people either
do not fully understand or know all the parameters required to bring a delay
column from 1ts first initiation to a state of burning rate equilibrium.

Excessive brisance of an Iinitiating primer not only lgnites the delay surface
but may either cause fissuring of the column below the surface or it may drive
hot incandescent particles slightly below the surface, all of which increase the
time before equilibrium in the column is reached. The designer must realize that
this initial instability, wlith relationship to burning rates, exists and it must
be kept a small factor compared with the total burning time of the delay. It will
be readlly recognized that this will be more of a problem with a delay of shert
duration than that of a long onhe. Though much has been done in recent years in
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designing for "soft" lgnitlion, there is room for further work in this facet of
delays.

One area of investigation which appears to offer an interesting and effect-
ive approach to pyrotechnic delays 1s the possibility of loading a relatively
large dismeter unit in a single increment. Then by & swaging process, a delay
of the desired diameter and length could be produced. This, in turn, would
produce a delay with a uniform loading pressure througheout the column length
and without the increment interface problems normally encountered.
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3.6 Development of Dual Thrust Escape/Retrograde Rocke: Motors

As was uiscussed in 3ection 2.3.1.5.1, Part I, of tmnis report, there are
many advantages to the use of a Jettisonable escape tower for abort from the
leunching pad and during early boost. Not only does the tower pcrovide maximum
allowable acceleration away from the booster, but also it provides higher stabil-
1ty during escape, and when supplemented by salvo-fired retro motors it ylelds
a high, long abort trajectory, all at a minimum welght penalty.

This is achieved, however, at some cost penalty due to the expenditure of
the rocket and tower on each flight. This cost could be saved if dual thrust
rockets, providing high thrust for escape and low thrust for retrograde, were
available,

Unless & thrust ratio of about 10:1 can be attained, there would be an
appreciable compromise in one or both of the firing modes. If the escape thrust
is reduced, the acceleration away from the booster and its potential fireball
would be reduced; if the retrograde thrust 1s increased, a higher thrust atti-
tude control system would be needed, thus leading not only to greater weight
but also to higher propellant consumption.

Part of the ratioc of thrust values can be obtained by salve firing for
escape and ripple flring for retrograde. Then, with three motors the thrust
ratio between high and low levels need only be 3:1. This retic is possible to
achieve with the state-of-the-art. All that is necessary is to find a satisfac-
tory method of varying the throat area of the nozzle such that the chamber
pressure (and hence the burning rate) is such that the two desired thrust levels
can be achieved. The following hypothetical rocket motor illustrates this concept.

Assume an escape motor which has a thrust level of 15,000 pounds and a burning
time of one second. This gives a total impulse of 15,000 pounds-seconds. Three
such motors, salvo-fired, would meet the requirements for the escape capsule under
study herein. Next, assume that if the nozzle configuration is properly modified,
this rocket will deliver approximately 5000 pounds.thrust for three seconds. If
ripple-fired, these rockets will also give the desired retro thrust.

Assume the high thrust configuration operates at a chamber pressure of 1500
psi, and the propellant has the following characteristics:

at

ry, = 0.85 in./second
- .06 Lbs/In.>
ISp = 230 seconds

Then the mass flow rate required would be 65.25 pounds/second and the propellant
web thickness would be 0.85 inch. The burning surface would be 1280 in.=.

This same motor, burned at 300 psi chamber pressure, would have a propellant
burning rate of 0.28 in./sec, and a burning time of three seconds. With a burning
surface of 1280 in.a, the mass flow rate would be 21.75 1b/sec. Allowing for a
drop of Iy, to 210 seconds, due to the lower operating pressure, the thrust per
motor would be 4560 pounds.
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The throat area required for high pressure burning would be 6.35 in.2 or the
throat diameter, 2.85 inches. At low pressure, a throat area of 10.1k in.2 would
be required.

3.3.1 Sample Design

The design shown in Figure 77 illustrates one method by which the required
rariable nozzle can be obtained. Attached to the exit of the large area (retro-
grade)} nozzle is a plate holding three smaller nozzles, the combined area of which
equals the throat area of the high pressure nozzle, 6.35 in.<,

The cluster of three nozzles was selected because it gives a shorter overall
configuration while retaining an expansion ratio of &:1. This configuration has
been made and tested previously with excellent results.

The motor closures, or seals, are in the small nozzles. The nozzle plate is
attached to the retro nozzle by a thin ring. Over the ring 1s an insulated, blast-
absorbing housing which contains ¥LSC. When 1t is desired to separate the high-
pressure nozzles, this charge is detonated, severing the attaching ring and allowing
the propellant gas flow to Impart an ejection veloclity to the plate.

If the escape motor, or high-pressure, functioning is required, the motor
is fired as shown. If the retro motor, or low-pressure functioning, is required,
the igniter is fired with the plate in place. However, when the chamber pressure
reaches & predetermined value (or after a short elapsed time, if desired), the
FISC is detonated to remove the plate. This operating sequence was selected so
that only one nozzle closure is required, and so that reliable ignition of the low-
pressure motor can be assured.
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2.7 Conclusions

The PAD required for serospace vehicles of the type considered in this
study are wlthin the capabllity of current state-of-the-art. If the more recent
developments in propellant and explosive compositions are considered, the environ-
mental capabilities of PAD far exceed those of many other systems essential to
the overall system.

The limlts Imposed by pnysical laws on the stability of explosives and
propellants at high temperatures are such that no major breakthroughs will
occur in this area; that 1s, these materials will never be able to withstand the
skin temperatures incurred by a lifting bedy re-entry vehicle. Thus, insulation
or thermal protection will always be necessary, and improvements in this area
will only lead to second-order welght savings and then only if other systems
achleve the same thermal capabilities as PAD.

R & D which is more urgently needed is the compillaticn of design data in a
form useful te the PAD designer, so that he can more effectlively use the materials
already existing. Specific examples include the followlng:

o Development of useful theoretical and empirical equaticns which can
be used with available explosive characteristics, such as detonation
velocity, impetus, and sensitivity, to predict initiation character-
istics of donor/receptor combinations.

o] Development of new testing procedures to categorize explosives and
propellants for such factors as degradation vs temperature/time, and
degradation vs number of ifemperature cycles for various temperature-
time cambinations. One important determination in cycling is whether
cumulative time at high temperature correlates with prolonged period
at that temperature, etc.

o) Standardization, to the fullest extent possible, of initiation and
stimulus transfer techniques and components. For example, even where
a multiplicity of connector bodies are required to avoid incorrect
connection of a number of electrical squibs, crrtrideges, and detona-
tors, a preferred means of accomplishing this wuuld be by medification
of the connector grooves and lands or locking pins, while identical
internal arrangement and ignition components are used. Similarly,
standard SMDC and CMDC and fittings, Junctions, and terminal trans-
ducers (SMDC to primer stimulus transfers) should be used. This is
in keeping with the concept of modular systems, or "pyrotechnic
buillding blocks" discussed in Section 3.4.

s} Design data for pyrotechnic delay trains, such as optimum diameter,
loading increment L/D, etc., vs type and composition of mix; also
metheds of eliminating anticipatory effect.

0 The generation of a pyrotechnic design manual, much more camplete than
anything previously published, would seem to be the ideal goal of future
R & D effort.

In summary, we have Just entered a phase of PAD which probably will be critical
with regard to the immediate future utilizetion of these devices. Past applications
have been relatively simple but the complexity of the systems has been vastly
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increased in some of the most recent uses. Since complexity imposes more severe
rellability demands, major effort should be placed upon thoroughly understanding
exlsting materials to assure continued consideration and utllization of PAD as

a preferred technique over competing schemes. It is more important that the
immediate future be devoted to consolidating gains mede in the state-of-the-art
rather than further extending them.
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AFPENDIX
Environmentel Design Criteria

With the possible exceptions of the following two items, discussed herein, all
design and construction, preproduction test, quality assurance provisions, and
preparation for delivery requirements of specification MIL-C-25918( USAF)
should apply.

"3.4.2 TEMPERATURE"

In most instances, this reguirement should stand as written. However, it should
be remembered that in certain types of PAD, particularly PAD incorporating pyro-
technic time delays, performance tolerances must be significantly larger in the
wide temperature range {-65 to +2009F ) than would be the case within narrower
temperature limits (for example, -40 to +160°F)}. Scme advances and new concepts
have been under Investigation, but at the best they are many times more costly,
both to develop and produce. The added cost of attempting to meet close per-
formance tolerances at the wide temperature range should be carefully weighed
against the feasibility of providing closer temperature control over devices

of this type. These remarks apply most significantly to the multitude of time-
delay pyrotechnic switches which will be incorporated into and housed within

the escape sequencing computer, and thus afforded the same thermal protection

as the electroniecs. Conversely, the greater spread of delay times which would
have to be allowed to meet the wider temperature limits could require greater
time spans for sequencing and thus lead to a substantial weight and cost pen-
alty for the escape and recovery system.

"3.4,11.3 ELECTRICAL FIRING MECHANISM"

This specification should be amended to conform to the use of 1 amp, 1 Watt no-
fire electrieal firing charscteristics, as specified in AFMTC 80C-2, which is
mandatory for all new PAD used on vehicles launched from the Air Force Test
Ranges. This specification is rapidly gaining acceptance throughout the in-
dustry, and has the advantage of requiring less electrical power aboard tl.e
vehicle while retaining excellent resistance to inadvertent firing. All elec-
trically fired devices presented throughout this report have been based on the
assumed 1 Watt, 1 smp units.

ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA

In addition to the environmental criteria specified in MIL-C-25918(USAF) the
following are considered essential to the assurance of satisfactory perform-
ance in the subject application.
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PREPRODUCTION TESTS

Lkn-Foot Drop Test - The PAD shall be capable of satisfactory exposure to the
LT0-foot drop test in accordance with MIL-D-21625, Parsgraphn 4.1.1.1. Thls states
that the test shall be conducted in conformance with MIL-STD-302. Cartridges

are to be mounted on a test vehicle arffording the same degree of support as

the device Tor which the cartridges are designed. Two cartridges are to be
dropped in each of the following positions.

lose up
HNose down
Horizontal

A nev cartridge shall be used for each drop. It is not reguired that the
cartridges be usable after the drop test. kut no cartridges shall fire during
the test. Cartridges must be safe to handle and dispose of after the test.

Inclusion of this test 1s necessary to provide a guide for safe handling of
PAD} devices.

Acceleration Test - PAD shall be subjected to the test determined to be the
most stringent of those applicable to the devices. They shall be tested in
each axis separately unless specified otherwise in the applicable PAD device
specificgtion.

(a) Launch - The devices shall operate while receiving acceleration along
an axis parallel to the longitudinal spacecraft axis, increasing
linearly ifrom 1 g to 7.25 g in 333 seconds.

(b) Abort - The devices shall be subjected to the following accelerations:

11.6 g's for one second parallel to the 7 axis
7.29 g's for one second in any direction.

(c) Re-entry - The devices shall be accelerated with a 1.5-g acceleration
for thirty minutes along each of three mutuslly perpendicular mejor axes.

fcoustic Holse Test - The PAD zhall be capable of satisfactory operation
durlng or after exposure to acoustic noise for thirty minutes. The noise
level shall have an overall sound vressure level of 155 decibels {relative
to .0002 dynes/cmg) with the following approximate distribution.

Octave Band Sound Pressure Level
RS decibels

3.5 - 150 1k

150 - 300 1k6

300 - 1200 148

1200 - 9600 RS
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The inclusion of this test is considered to be necessary to cover the en-
vironments found at launch, early boost, end re-entry.

Accelerated Aging Test - The PAD shall be capable of satisfactory operation
after exposure to the storage test as outlined in MIL-D-21625, Paragraph
L,1.8, which states that the devices are to be placed in the temperature
conditioning chamber in such & manner that the air can circulate freely sbout
the devices. Temperature shall be maintained at 160°F. The following sche-
dule provides for a total storage time of 24 days with periodic withdrawels
for functional test.

Tuesday 0800 Place in +160%F Storage
Second Wednesday 0800 Remove six devices
Third Thursday 0800 Remove six devices
Fourth Friday 0800 Remove six devices

No attention 1s required outside of normal working hours except that neces-
sary to insure that proper temperature is maintained. Devices shall be fired
as soon as possible after removel from the high temperature. Instrumentation
is desireble but not required for these shots.

This test is considered desirable because of its value in simulating long-
term storage effects on the PAD.

Autoignition Test -~ The PAD shall not autoignite when subjected to a temper-
ature of 250YF for ten minutes, except where otherwise noted. This test is
essential in order to insure a safe margin above the highest anticipated
operating temperature.

Oxygen Exposure Test - PAD shall be capable of satisfactory operation after
two weeks (336 hours) exposure to 100 per cent oxygen at 5.5 psia.

Since many of the PAD devices may be exposed to high oxygen content within
the spacecraft, this test is felt to be desirable.

Altitude Test - The PAD shall be capable of satisfactory operation after
two weeks' exposure to a pressure level equal to 820,000 feet, and shall

be capable of satisfactory operation during or after exposure to a pressure
level equal to altitudes from sea level to 820,000 feet.

This test is considered to be essential since it simulates the pressure
environment that PAD devices might have to experience.

ACCEPTANCE TEST

Cartridge Leak Test (100 per cent) - Each cartridge shall be subjected to

a dry lesk test to esteblish the quality of hermetic seals. Measured leakage
shall not exceed 1 x 10-° standard cc/second of helium at & pressure differ-
ential of 0.1 atmosphere. Rejection of individual cartridges prior to any
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other conditioning shall not be cause for rejection of a production lot.
Leskage after conditioning for other acceptance tests shall be cause for
rejection of the cartridge lot.

While immersion lesk tests are scceptable for preproduction tests and de-
structive sempling tests, they are not suitable for cartridges to be sub-
sequently used in service, since an undetected fallure emhances the change
of operational melfunction. This test is intended to replace other leak
tests as a 100 per cent acceptance test procedure.
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